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Acts 1

Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven

YIn my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus
began to do and to teacfuntil the day he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles he had chosefAfter his suffering, he showed himself
to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and
spoke about the kingdom of GotDn one occasion, while he
was eating with them, he gave them thisnemand: "Do not
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised,
which you have heard me speak abatitor John baptized with
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit."

®So when they met together, they asked him, "Lang you at
this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"

"He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates
the Father has set by his own authoritgut you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the

ends of the earth."

°After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and|a

cloud hid him from their sight.

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going,
when suddenlywo men dressed in white stood beside them.
H'"Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking
into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you
into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen hiin
go into heaven."

Acts 1:111

Who is the author and the
former book being referred to?

What role of the Holy Spirit is
revealed in this passagé¢® 2)

What did Jesus do for 40 days
after he rose from the grave?

How is the role of the Holy
Spirit going to change?

What daes the discipleQ
guestion about restoring the
kingdom to Israeteveal about
their expectations? And the
timing of it?

How does Jesus define the
mission of the disciples?

What do you think it would
have been like to witness what
happened in verseg-11?

Who are the two men and what
do they promise?
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Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas

?Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the
Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the ¢ityhen

they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were
staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew;
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of Jaffieey

all joined bgether constantly in prayer, along with the women
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group
numbering about a hundred and twenﬁfpnd said, "Brothers,
the Scripture had to be fulfdd which the Holy Spirit spoke long
ago through the mouth of David concerning Judas, who served
as guide for those who arrested Jesdéhe was one of our
number and shared in this ministry."

¥with the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a
field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his
intestines spilled out°Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this,
so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is,
Field of Blood.)

?For," said Peter, "it is written in the b&mf Psalms,

" 'May his place be deserted,

let there be no one to dwell in it," and,

" '"May another take his place of leadershifTherefore it is
necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us th
whole time the Lord Jesus went in and ont@ng us,

“heginning from John's baptism to the time when Jesus was
taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness witk
us of his resurrection."

%830 they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also
known as Justus) and Matthi#&Then they prayed, "Lord, you
know everyone's heart. Show us which of these two you have
chosero take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to
go where he belongs®*Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to
Matthias; so he was added to the gkn apostles.

112

1

Acts 1:1226

V12,13

Where were they returning

from?

26 FIFENI A& | {060l GK
walk?

Who is present?

V14

What is going on? Why?

V 1522

Who is considered the leader?

How big is the group?

What is Peter doing and how is

he doirg it?

What is the criteria for the

selection?

Why is the criteria important?

V23

Who makes the proposal?

Who is proposed?

V 2426

What is their selection process?

Who is chosen?

What do we know about him?
What do we need to know

about him?
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Acts 2

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost

1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in
one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wing
came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were
sitting. 3They saw what sp®d to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them werg
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues
as the Spirit enabled them.

5Now there were staying in Jerusalem Gedring Jews from
every natiomn under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a
crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one hear
them speaking in his own language. 7Utterly amazed, they
asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?
8Then how is it that each of us s them in his own native
language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near
Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to
Judaisn); Cretans and Arabsve hear them declaring the
wonders of God in our own tongues!" 12Amazed and perplexe(
they asked one another, "What does this mean?"
13Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have hag
too much wine."

Acts 2:113

When isthe day of Pentecost

and what feast does

Why is it significant?

2 K2 Aa UK
verses 147

Where are they?

it go with?

S aiKSekiKS

How loud is the sound? (v2, 6)

Initially what does it do?

What is so amazing
sound? (velL1)

about the

What dothe people see? (v+3)

What do the people

hear? (v11)

What are the two categories of

responses? (vVi23)

What do those categories
reveal about the motivations of
those who are drawn to the

excitement?

How does this apply
today?

to us
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Peter Addresses the Crowd

14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and
addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what |
say. 15These men are not drunk, as yoppmse. It's only nine

in the morning! 16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet
Joel:

17" 'In the last days, God says, | will pour out my Spirit on all
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young mgq
will see visions, your old men willelm dreams.

18Even on my servants, both men and women,

I will pour out my Spirit in those days,

and they will prophesy.

191 will show wonders in the heaven above

and signs on the earth below,

blood and fire and billows of smoke.

20The sun will be tmed to darkness

and the moon to blood

before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21And everyone who calls

on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

22"Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man
accredited by God to yoloy miracles, wonders and signs, which
God did among you through him, as you yourselves know.
23This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him
to death by nailing him to the cross. 24B&iod raised him from
the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was
impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25David said aboy
him:

"'l saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right
hand, | will not be shaken.

26Therefoe my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;

my body also will live in hope,

27because you will not abandon me to the grave,

nor will you let your Holy One see decay.

28You have made known to me the paths of life;

you will fill me with joy in your presee.’

29"Brothers, | can tell you confidently that the patriarch David
died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30But hg
was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath
that he would place one of his descendants on his throne.
31Seéng what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the
Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his bod
see decay. 32God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all
witnesses of the fact.
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Acts 2:1432

v14
What has happened to Peter?

What does Peter say he is going
to do?

v1521 o
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V2223 o
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V2432 o
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Page 4 of 65

T A NBR

Q¢
w»
O«
No



Adult Christian Education @ MLCC ¢ 2009/2010

33Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the
Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you
now see and hear. 34For David did not ascend to heaven, and
yet he said,

" "The Lord said to my Lord:

"Sit at my right hand

35until| make your enemies

a footstool for your feet."'

36"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made thi
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."

37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and
said to Peter and the otheapostles, "Brothers, what shall we
do?"

38Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is for
you and your childne and for all who are far offor all whom

the Lord our God will call."

40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded
with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”
41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about|
three thousand were added to their number that day.

Acts 23341

v33
Who poured out the Holy
Spirit?

v34-36

2 KIG Aa tSGSNRa

v37
How do the people react?

v38-39

According to Peter, what is the
God honoring response?

What is thesignificance of that?
v40

52 ¢S KI @S I|ff¢
address?

v4l
How many responded?
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The Fellowship of the Believers

42They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to th
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone
was filed with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs
were done by the apostles. 44All the believers were together
and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions an
goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46Every day they
continued to meet togther in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being
saved.

Acts 2:4247

V42
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What does it mean to be devoted?

What was the apostles teaching?

Lad GKSNB || RAFFSNBYyOS o6SiGsSS
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important?

What is prayer? How do you define it?

2 KFG R2Sa 6SAy3 aRSG2GSR X 0
Is it an individual thing here?

v43
2Kl 0 Aad algSéEéK 2KSy Aa GKS f

What characterized the times immediately followiRgntecost?

va4
What is the key word in verse 447

What picture do you get from verse 447?

2 KlId R2Sa a9SNBE (23SGKSNE YS

D

How does that picture compare
with the church today?

Is it a fair comparison? Explain

v45-47

What are the results of the

conditions of verse 44?

Why did all the believers enjoy
the favor of all the people?

Who adds to the number of
believers?

Why is this so important?
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Acts 3
Peter Heals the Crippled Beggar

'One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer
three in the afternoon?Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to
the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from
those going into the temple aots. *When he saw Peter and John about to
enter, he asked them for mone‘)‘Peter looked straight at him, as did John.
Then Peter said, "Look at udBo the man gave them his attention, expecting
to get something from them.

®Then Peter said, "Silver oold | do not have, but what | have | give you. In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, wa?lka'king him by the right hand, he
helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became st?bhg.
jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he werthwlem into the

temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising Gudhen all the people
saw him walking and praising G&&hey recognized him as the same man
who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were
filled with wonde and amazement at what had happened to him.

Peter Speaks to the Onlookers
"while the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished

and came running to them in the place called Solomon's ColonfAttaen
Peter saw this, he said them: "Men of Israel, why does this surprise you?

Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this

man walk?The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, h
glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him oveet&iltled, and you
disowned him before Pilate, though he had

decided to let him gol.AYou disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked
that a murderer be released to yoff’.You killed the author of life, but God
raised him from the dead. We are witnessﬂsthis.leBy faith in the name of
Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus' hame
and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing to
him, as you can all see.

17"Now, brothers, | know that you acted igriorance, as did your leaders.

8But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets,
saying that his Christ would sufféfRepent, then, and turn to God, so that
your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come fitwerLbrd,
“and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed fo+-geen
Jesus?He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore
everything, as he promised long ago through his holy propﬁ%ﬁer Moses

said, 'The Lord your Godlirraise up for you a prophet like me from among
your own people; you must listen to everything he tells fSAnyone who

does not listen to him will be completely cut off from among his people.’
#ndeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many aetspoken, have
foretold these daysz.sAnd you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant
God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, "Through your offspring all
peoples on earth will be blesse@®When God raised up his servant, he sent
him firstto you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways."

b
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Acts 3:126

vl

Why are Peter and John going
to the temple? Why is this
significant?

v2
What are the key attributes of
the crippled man?

v3-5
Is anything unusual about the
interactionat this point?

v6-8
What makes this turn of events
to amazing?

v9-10
Is this a low profile miracle?
Explain

vlil
What does the miracle cause at
the Colonnade?

v12
What does Peter take this
opportunity to do?

How does he begin?

v1318
What does Petetell them
about Jesus?

v19-26
What does Peter ask them to
do?

What does Peter say Jesus will
do?

What does Peter say are the
consequences of not listening
to Jesus?

What is the first blessing?
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Acts 4
Peter and John Before the Sanhedrin

'The priestsand the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees
came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people.
*They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the
people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the d&Haey
seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put them in
jail until the next day‘But many who heard the message believed,
and the number of men grew to about five thousand.

*The next day the rulers, elders and teachers of the law met in
Jertsalem.’Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas,
John, Alexander and the other men of the high priest's far?il‘liyey

had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them:

"By what power or what nhame did you do this?"
8Then Pete filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elderg
of the people!glf we are being called to account today for an act of
kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was he'tedn
know this, you and all the people of Israel: It isthy name of Jesus

Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the

dead, that this man stands before you healttte is

" 'the stone you builders rejected,

which has become the capstonéz.SaIvation is found in no one else,
for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we
must be saved."

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that the
were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took
note that these men had been with Jesti#8utsince they could see

the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was
nothing they could say”So they ordered them to withdraw from the
Sanhedrin and then conferred togethé?".'What are we going to do
with these men?" they asked. "Everydbpliving in Jerusalem knows
they have done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot derygtit

to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we
must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name."

®Then they called them iagain and commanded them not to speak
or teach at all in the name of Jest®But Peter and John replied,
"Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you
rather than God”°For we cannot help speaking about what we have
seen and heard

Zpfter further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to
punish them, because all the people were praising God for what had
happened.ZZFor the man who was miraculously healed was over forty
years old.

Acts 4:122

v1-3
What washappening as verse 1
takes place?

Who shows up?
Why are they concerned?

What do they do?

V4

How does the interferenceffect
GKS NBaLkRyasS G2
V57

Who gathers to meet the next
day?

What do they do?
And what do they want to know?

V812
In what manner does Peter
respond?

Does Peter answer just the
question?

What does Peter add to the
answer?

What is Peter add to the answer?

2 KFd Aa tSGSNDRaA
response?
v13

How do the religious leaders size
up Peter and John?

What is their problem?

v1517

What does their private meeting
reveal about their understanding
of the situation?

What is their plan of action?

V1822

How do Peter and John respond to

their plan?
2 KId I NB

' YR

response?

What is limiing their options?
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The Believers' Prayer

%0n their release, Peter and John went back to their own
people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had
said to themWhen they heard this, they raised their voices
together in prayer to God.Sovereign Lord," they said, "you
made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in
them. ?*You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your
servant, our father David:

" 'Why do the nations rage

and the peoples plot in vain?

**The kingof the earth take their stand

and the rulers gather together

against the Lord

and against his Anointed Oné&Indeed Herod and Pontius
Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in
this city to conspire against your holy servantusesvhom you
anointed.?®They did what your power and will had decided
beforehand should happef®Now, Lord, consider their threats
and enable your servants to speak your word with great
boldnessStretch out your hand to heal and perform
miraculous sigs and wonders through the name of your holy
servant Jesus."

$After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke
the word of God boldly.

The Believers Share Their Possessions

#Allthe believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed
that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared
everything they had®*With great power the apostles continued
to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace
was upon therall. **There were no needy persons among
them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses
sold them, brought the money from the saf®and put it at the
apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need
%Joseph, a Levite fro@yprus, whom the apostles called
Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragem&ispld a field he
owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.

Acts 4:2337

v23
What has happened to lead up

G2 tSOISNIIYR W2KyYyQa

Where do Peter andohn go?
Why?

v24
How do they respond?

How does their prayer begin?
Why is that significant?

v2528
What is their view of the Holy
Spirit?

What is their view of the
written Word?

v29-30

What are their prayer requests?
Are they similar to yours?
Explain

v31
Does God answer their prayer?
How?

v32-37
Is this passage prescriptive or
descriptive?

| 2¢ aA3IYATFAOI Y
Ay KSI NI

Why do you think we struggle
with it today?

Who is testifying and what is
the key part?

Whatis thar level of
commitment?

Is that the only way to show
commitment? Explain
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Acts 5
Ananias and Sapphira

!Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira,
also sold a piece of propert§iVith his wife's full knowledge he
kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest
and put it at the apostles' feet.

3Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled yo
heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have Kept
yourself some of the money you received for the lafidRIn't it
belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't
the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing sug
a thing? You have not lied to men but to God."
*When Anania heard this, he fell down and died. And great feal
seized all who heard what had happené&Bhen the young men
came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and
buried him.

"About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what
had happened®Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you
and Ananias got for the land?"

"Yes," she said, "that is the price."

°Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the
Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are
at the door, and they will carry you out also."

%At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the
young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and
buried her beside her husbantiGreat fear seized the whole
church and all who heard abbthese events.

The Apostles Heal Many

2The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders
among the people. And all the believers used to meet together
in Solomon's Colonnad&No one else dared join them, even
though they were highly regarddal the people.

“Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in th
Lord and were added to their numbérAs a result, people
brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and
mats so that at least Peter's shadow might fall on some eirth
as he passed by’Crowds gathered also from the towns around
Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil
spirits, and all of them were healed.

D

Acts 5:116

V1-2

What do Ananias and Sapphira
do?

What is communicated when
Ananias puts mney at the
FLlRradt SaQ ¥FSSGK
V34

What does Peter reveal?

How does Peter know?

Do you think holding back some
of the money is the real
problem? Explain

V56

What happens to Ananias?
Why does it happen?

What is the impact?

V78

What is clear after Peter
guestions Sapphira?

V9

l2¢ R2Sa tSiSNRa
change when interacting with
Sapphira?

V10

What happens to Sapphira?
V11

What is the result?

Who is affected by fear?

Does the story seem too harsh
to you? Is God being unfair?
Explain

What is the lesson tas today?
V12

What is happening?

V1314

How do you reconcile v13 with
v147?

V1516

How would you describe the
response of the people?

How many were healed?

Should we expect the same
thing to happen witthealing
today?
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The Apostles Persecuted

"Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of tH
party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealouFhey arrested the
apostles and put them in the public jdilBut during the night an angel
of the Lord opened the doors of the jaité brought them out?*Go,
stand in the temple courts," he said, "and tell the people the full
message of this new life."

At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told,
and began to teach the people.

“\When the high priest and hassociates arrived, they called together
the Sanhedrinthe full assembly of the elders of Israahd sent to

the jail for the apostles. But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not
find them there. So they went back and reportédWe found the jdli
securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we
opened them, we found no one insidé’on hearing this report, the
captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were puzzled,
wondering what would come of this.

*Then someone caenand said, "Look! The men you put in jail are
standing in the temple courts teaching the peopl%eAt that, the
captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did not
use force, because they feared that the people would stone them.
27Havhg brought the apostles, they made them appear before the
Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high prié&twe gave you strict
orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make usygofilt
this man's blood."

“peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather
than men!**The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the deeibm
you had killed by hanging him on a tré&God exalted him to his own
right hand as Prince and Sawthat he might give repentance and
forgiveness of sins to Israéfwe are witnesses of these things, and so
is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him."
¥When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to
death.*'But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who
was honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordereq
that the men be put outside for a little whilé&Then he addressed
them: "Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend totdo

these men>*Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be
somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed,
all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to noth?ﬁ@tter

him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of tmesee and led a
band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were
scattered.**Therefore, in the present case | advise you: Leave these
men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human
origin, it will fail. **But ifit is from God, you will not be able to stop
these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God."

“*His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had
them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of
Jesus, and lehem go.

“The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been
counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Narﬁ%Day after day, in
the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped

e

|

teaching and proclaiming the good news thasukeis the Christ.

Acts 5:1742

V17-18

Why are the apostles arrest@d
V1921

How does God intervene?
What is the apostles
assignment? And response?
V2224

What is the intention of the
high priest and his associates?
What actually happens?
V2526

What is he interruption?

What is the response and what
does it reveal?

V2728

What is the setting now?

Who is talking?

Do you think he is happy?
Explain
V2932

Who replies?
2 KF G I
V33

Is the Sanhedrin satisfied with
the response? Explain

Where are things headed?
V3439

What causes a change in
direction?

What is your impression of
Gamaliel?

What is his minlesson to the
Sanhedrin?

Does it apply to us? Explain
V40

How does the Sanhedrin
respond?

V4142

How do the apostles respond?
Do they dey?

What is the apostles message?

NE t SGSNDa
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Acts 6

The Choosing of the Seven

!In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, th
Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jey
because their widows were being overlooked in the daily
distribution of food.?So the Twelve gathered all the disciples
together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the
ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables.
®Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known
to be full of theSpirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to therfland will give our attention to prayer
and the ministry of the word."

*This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen,
man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philimderus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a conve
to Judaism®They presented these men to the apostles, who
prayed and laid their hands on them.

’So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in
Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests
became obedient to the faith.

Stephen Seized

8\ ow Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, did great
wonders and miraculous signs ampthe people’Opposition
arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the
Freedmen (as it was called)ews of Cyrene and Alexandria as
well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia. These men began to
argue with Stephen®obut they could not stand up agest his
wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke.

“Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, "We have
heard Stephen speak words of blasphemy against Moses and
against God."

230 they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers|
of the law. Tley seized Stephen and brought him before the
Sanhedrin’*They produced false witnesses, who testified, "Thig
fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and against
the law. For we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazaret|
will destroy thisplace and change the customs Moses handed
down to us."

Al who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at
Stephen, and they saw that his face was like the face of an
angel.

D

Acts 6:115

V1
What is noteworthy about the

dzaS 2F A RASEIOA LI Sa¢ A
Who complains? What is the

problem?

V2

2 K2 FINB aliKS ¢gSt @S¢
Who is present?

What in essence are they telling

everyone?

V34

What is their solution to the

complaint?

Who has to act?

What are the Twelve going to

do?

V56

How does the group respond?

What do the apostles do?

V7

What are the results?

What is the lesson to us today?

V8

LA {GSLIKSyQa 2yfeée NP
oversee the food distribution?

V9

Who are Freedman?

V1014

Why does opposition arise?
How do the opposers conduct
themselves? Is their behavior
novel? Explain

What do they do to Stephen?

V8,15
What is the character of
Stephen?
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Acts 7

Stephen's Speech to the Sanhedrin

Then the high priest asked him, "Are these charges true?"

*To this he replied: "Brothers and fathers, listen to me! Thd Gio

glory appeared to our father Abraham while he was still in
Mesopotamia, before he lived in HaratLeave your country and your
people,' God said, 'and go to the land | will show you.'

™30 he left the land of the Chaldeans and settled in Haranr #&fee
death of his father, God sent him to this land where you are now
living.’He gave him no inheritance here, not even a foot of ground.
But God promised him that he and his descendants after him would
possess the land, even though at that time Abrahzaxd no child.

®God spoke to him in this way: "Your descendants will be strangers in
country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four
hundred years?But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves,' God
said, 'and afterward they will come out of that country and worship
me in this place *Then he gave Abraham the covenant of
circumcision. And Abraham became the father of Isaac and
circumcised him ght days after his birth. Later Isaac became the

father of Jacob, and Jacob became the father of the twelve patriarchd.

*Because the patriarchs were jealous of Joseph, they sold him as a
slave into Egypt. But God was with hifand rescued him from alli
troubles. He gave Joseph wisdom and enabled him to gain the
goodwill of Pharaoh king of Egypt; so he made him ruler over Egypt
and all his palace.

" Then a famine struck all Egypt and Canaan, bringing great sufferin
and our fathers could not find tml. *AWhen Jacob heard that there
was grain in Egypt, he sent our fathers on their first Vig@n their
second visit, Joseph told his brothers who he was, and Pharaoh
learned about Joseph's famif/After this, Joseph sent for his father
Jacob and highole family, seventjive in all.">Then Jacob went

down to Egypt, where he and our fathers diétheir bodies were
brought back to Shechem and placed in the tomb that Abraham had
bought from the sons of Hamor at Shechem for a certain sum of
money.

™ As the time drew near for God to fulfill his promise to Abraham, the
number of our people in Egypt greatly increas€@hen another king,
who knew nothing about Joseph, became ruler of Eg&?bte dealt
treacherously with our people and oppressed our fatbers by

forcing them to throw out their newborn babies so that they would
die.

%At that time Moses was born, and he was no ordinary child.For
three months he was cared for in his father's houd&/hen he was
placed outside, Pharaoh's daughter toaknhand brought him up as

her own son”’Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptiang

!

and was powerful in speech and action.

Acts 7:18:3

Vi-
Does Stephen answer the high
LINA SadQa ljdzSatAz2yK

V250
What does Stephen do as the
replies in verse2-507?

How many significant men of
faith does he recount?

Which key stories?

2 K4 R2Sa
reveal about him?

{ GSLIKSY Q&

How would you do explaining

gKIF UG &2dz 0StAS@OS a27
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#\When Moses was forty years old, he decided to visit his fellow
Israelites **He saw one of them being mistreated by an Egyptian, so
he went to his defense and avenged him by killing the Egyptian.
“Moses thought that his own people would realize that God was usin
him to rescue them, but they did notThe next day Mses came

upon two Israelites who were fighting. He tried to reconcile them by
saying, 'Men, you are brothers; why do you want to hurt each other?'
#mBut the man who was mistreating the other pushed Moses aside
and said, 'Who made you ruler and judge ous??°Do you want to

kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterd€y®’hen Moses heard

this, he fled to Midian, where he settled as a foreigner and had two
sons.

& After forty years had passed, an angel appeared to Moses in the
flames of a burning busin the desert near Mount Sinai:-When he

saw this, he was amazed at the sight. As he went over to look more
closely, he heard the Lord's voi¢8l am the God of your fathers, the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.' Moses trembled with fear and did
not dare to look.

% Then the Lord said to him, 'Take off your sandals; the place where
you are standing is holy grounﬂl have indeed seen the oppression
of my people in Egypt. | have heard their groaning and have come
down to set them free. Now come, | wékend you back to Egypt.’

¥ This is the same Moses whom they had rejected with the words,
‘Who made you ruler and judge?' He was sent to be their ruler and
deliverer by God himself, through the angel who appeared to him in
the bush.**He led them out of ypt and did wonders and miraculous
signs in Egypt, at the Red Sea and for forty years in the desert.
$"This is that Moses who told the Israelites, 'God will send you a
prophet like me from your own peoplé’f‘He was in the assembly in
the desert, with he angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with
our fathers; and he received living words to pass on to us.

¥"But our fathers refused to obey him. Instead, they rejected him and
in their hearts turned back to Egyfﬁ)]'hey told Aaron, 'Make us gods
who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who led us out of
Egypt-we don't know what has happened to hiritThat was the time
they made an idol in the form of a calf. They brought sacrifices to it
and held a celebration in honor of what their handsmihmade **But

God turned away and gave them over to the worship of the heavenly
bodies. This agrees with what is written in the book of the prophets:
" 'Did you bring me sacrifices and offerings

forty years in the desert, O house of Israel?

*3you have lifted up the shrine of Molech

and the star of your god Rephan,

the idols you made to worship.

Therefore | will send you into exile' beyond Babylon.

*Our forefathers had the tabernacle of the Testimony with them in
the desert. It had been ntle as God directed Moses, according to the
pattern he had seen Having received the tabernacle, our fathers
under Joshua brought it with them when they took the land from the
nations God drove out before them. It remained in the land until the
time of David, “who enjoyed God's favor and asked that he might
provide a dwelling place for the God of JacHBut it was Solomon

who built the house for him.
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“'However, the Most High does not live in houses made by men. As
the prophet says:

** 'Heaven isny throne,

and the earth is my footstool.

What kind of house will you build for me? says the Lord.

Or where will my resting place be?

**Has not my hand made all these things?"

*l"you stiffnecked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You
are st like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spfitlas there
ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even killed thoseg
who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have
betrayed and murdered him>%you who have receivethe law that
was put into effect through angels but have not obeyed it."

The Stoning of Stephen

*When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at
him. >>But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and
saw the glory of &d, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.

% ook," he said, "I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing af
the right hand of God."

At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices,
they all rushed at hint°dragged hinout of the city and began to

stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a
young man named Saul.

*While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive
my spirit."°*Then he fell on his knees and cried out, "Lordndbhold
this sin against them."” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

Acts 8
'And Saul was there, giving approval to his death.
The Church Persecuted and Scattered

%0On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at
Jerusalem, andll except the apostles were scattered throughout
Judea and Samaria. Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply
for him. *But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to
house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison.

V5153
What does Stephen do in verses
51-53?

Is his assessment of them
gentle and kind? Explain

Why does he do it?

V5456

Il 26 R2S&a {(0SLIKSYyQa
contrast with that of the

Sanhedrin?

V5760, Acts 8 v1
What is the final response of
the Sanhedrin?

Howdoes Stephen carry
himself?

Who does he remind you of?

Who is introduced for the first
time?

V23
What begins with this event?

Who is one of the main drivers?

What is the impact?

Is it good or bad? Explain
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Philip in Samaria

*Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever
they went.*Philip went down to a city in Samaria and
proclaimed the Chrighere.®When the crowds heard Philip and
saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention tg
what he said’With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and
many paralytics and cripples were healé8o there was great
joy in that city.

Simon the Sorcerer

®Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery
in the city and amazed all the people of SamaHe boasted

that he was someone gredfand all the people, both high and
low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, "This man is the
divine power known as the Great Power'They followed him
because he had amazed them for a long time with his magic
12But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news
of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they werd
baptized, both men and womer*Simon himself believed and
was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished b
the greatsigns and miracles he saw.

“When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them.
\When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might
receive the Holy Spirit®because the Holy Spirit Hanot yet
come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the
name of the Lord Jesu¥Then Peter and John placed their
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

%When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of
the apostles' hands, he offered them monéSand said, "Give

me also this ability so that everyone on whom | lay my hands
may receive the Holy Spirit."

“Ppeter answered: "May your money perish with you, because
you thought you could buy the gift of God with moné§¥ou

have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not
right before God*’Repent of this wickedness and pray to the
Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a thought in
your heart.?*For | see that you are full of bitterness acaptive

to sin."

**Then Simon answered, "Pray to the Lord for me so that
nothing you have said may happen to me."

*When they had testified and proclaimed the word of the Lord,
Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in
many Samaritanillages.

Yy

Acts 8:425

V48
What is one key characteristic
of the scattered believers?

Where did Philip go?

What is significant about where
Philip went?

What caused the people to pay
close attention to Philip?

Why was there great joy in the
city?

V911

Who is Simon?

What is the character of Simon?
Is Simon new on the scene?
How do the people see him?

V1213

Who responds to Philip? What

did they do?

2 KEFG A& {AY2YyQa NBaAL
2 Kg A& {AY2yQa NBaLR
significant?

V1417

2 KFG GNARIISNAR t SGSNJ

arrival?

What do Peter and John do?

How do you know if someone is

filled with the Holy Spirit?

V1819

How does Simon respond to

this?

2 KFG R2Sa {AY2Yy Q& NE
reveal about him?

V2023

What does Peter reveal about

the Holy Spirit? About Simon?

V24

WhatA & {AY2y Qa NBaLRy.
V25

What do Peter and John do?

Why is this significant in the
case of John?
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Philip and the Ethiopian

*®Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road
-the desert roadthat goes down from Jerusalem to Gaz4So

he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopgamuch, an
important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace,
gueen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to
worship,?and on his way home was sitting in his chariot
reading the boolof Isaiah the prophet®The Spirit told Philip,
"Go to that chariot and stay near it."

%Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading
Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?'
Philip asked.

3"How can I," he said, "uess someone explains it to me?" So
he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.

%The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:

"He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,

and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,

so he did not open his mouth.

*In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.

Who can speak of his descendants?

For his life was taken from the earth."

%The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophe
talking about, himself or someone elsé?Then Philip began

with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good newsg
about Jesus.

%As they traveled along the road, they came to some water an
the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't | be
baptized?"*®And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both
Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip
baptized him>**When they came up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not
see him again, but went on his way rejoiciff§hilip, however,
appearedat Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in
all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

Acts 8:2640
V26

Who initiates this story?

Who is Philip? What is his
assignment?

Does the assignment makes
sense or seem purposeful?
ver28 )

I 29 R2 Sliaegpand?t KA
How does Philip respond?

What happens?

What do we know about the
Ethiopiar?

V2930

What is theEthiopiandoing?
What does this reveal about the
Ethiopiar?

| 26 R2Sa
get refined?
How does Philip respond?

What do you think of KA f A LIQa
ice breaking question?

V31

What is the result of his

guestion?

V3233

What is significant about the
passage being read?

V3435

What does the question of the
Ethiopianreveal about his
understanding?

What does Philip do?

V35-40 )
Whatisthe9 U KA 2 LIA I Yy Qa
request?

What does it reveal about how
much ground Philip covered
and the9 (0 K A 2redhdnsé® a

Does Philip concur? What
happens?

La t KAfALIQaA
without precedence?

How is theEthiopianaffected?

What does Philip do?

t KAttt ALIQa |

RAA&L LILISE
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Acts 9

Saul's Conversion

"Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats
against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priast
asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if
he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether noen
women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusafés.he
neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaver]
flashed around him*He fell to the ground and heard a voice say
to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?"

>Who are you, Lor®" Saul asked.

®| am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. "Now get
up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."
"The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they hea
the sound but did not see anyontSaul got uprbm the ground,
but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they leg
him by the hand into Damascu&or three days he was blind,
and did not eat or drink anything.

%n Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord
called to him in a vien, "Ananias!"

"Yes, Lord," he answered.

"“The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Stre
and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is prasling.
a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place hi
hands on him to restre his sight."

13 ord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about
this man and all the harm he has done to your saints in
Jerusalem'And he has come here with authority from the
chief priests to arrest all who call on your name."

5Byt the lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen
instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their king
and before the people of Israéfl will show him how much he
must suffer for my name."

""Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Pig¢iis

hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the {-dedus, who
appeared to you on the road as you were coming hés sent
me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.
¥ mmediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyas, a
he could see again. He got up and was baptiZead after

taking some food, he regained his strength.

U7

[72)

Acts 9:119

V12

What is Saul up ®How would
you characterize his approach?
V3

Where is Saul?

Who acts? What happens?

\Zi

2 KI G Aimddiatezf Q a
response?

What comes next?

V5

2 KFG R2Sa { I dzZ Qa | dzS
reveal?

V6

Who speaks to Saul?

Does he answer his question?

What else?

V7

How do the men travelling with
Saul respond? What do they
see, hear, and do?

V8

What does Saul discover after
herises? What happens next?
V9

2 Kg R2SayQi {IdAg St
anything for three days?

V1011
Who acts?

2KIG0 A& !'YIEYALFIaQa I &
V1315 3 5
2Kl R2 !'VYIYyAlFIaQa 02

reveal? Is Ananias resisting?
Why does Jesus provide further
detail?

What is ironic abouthose
details?

V17

What does Ananias do?

2 KIG GKNBS GKAy3a R2
words to Saul reveal?

V18

What happens?

What is significant about the
order of the events?
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Saul in Damascus and Jerusalem

2%saul spent several days with the disciples in Damastus. A
once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the S
of God.#*All those who heard him were astonished and asked,
"Isn't he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those
who call on this name? And hasn't he come here to take them
as prisorrs to the chief priests??Yet Saul grew more and
more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by
proving that Jesus is the Christ.

2After many days had gone by, the Jews conspired to kill him,
*put Saul learned of their plan. Day and nighey kept close
watch on the city gates in order to kill hifiBut his followers
took him by night and lowered him in a basket through an
opening in the wall.

*%\hen he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, bu
they were all afraid of him, rtdoelieving that he really was a
disciple 2’But Barnabas took him and brought him to the
apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the
Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in
Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the namesosJ&So
Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem,
speaking boldly in the name of the LoftHe talked and

debated with the Grecian Jews, but they tried to kill him.
¥\When the brothers learned of this, they took him down to
Caesarea ansgent him off to Tarsus.

3Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria
enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged
by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the
Lord.

on

Acts 9:2631

What was the major everuf

the last lesson two weeks ago?
V20

Where are we? Who is

present?
What are two significant things
Fo2dzi {F dz Qa

How does that apply to the new
believer? Any believer?

v21

2 K G
preaching?
V22

What transition igaking place?
Why?

V2325

I 2¢g ft2y3 Aa
(Galatians 1:189)?
What do the Jews do? Why?

How extreme are their
measures (2 Cor 11:383)7?

What does his escape require?
Who is involved?

V26

What does Saul do in
Jerusalem? What is the result
andreaction?

V27

What does it take to change
things?

V2830

What does Saul do in
Jerusalem?

Who did this before him?

Why does the situation end
differently? Is this significant?
V31

2 KIG A& [dzl SQa
the state of affairs at this point?
Whatdoesii YSty G2
0KS FSIFINI 2F (K

A a
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Aeneas and Dorcas

¥As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the saints

in Lydda®*There he found a man named Aeneas, a paralytic
who had been bedridden for eight yeaf&'Aeneas," Peter said
to him, "Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and take care of your
mat." Immediately Aeneas got upAll those who lived in Lydda
and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.

%In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when
translated, is Dorcas), who walways doing good and helping
the poor.37About that time she became sick and died, and her
body was washed and placed in an upstairs rodhydda was
near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in
Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged hifRlease come
at once!"

¥peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken
upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying
and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had
made while she was still with them.

“Peter senthem all out of the room; then he got down on his
knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said,
"Tabitha, get up." She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she
sat up.**He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet.
Then he called the believs and the widows and presented her
to them alive.**This became known all over Joppa, and many
people believed in the Lor&Peter stayed in Joppa for some
time with a tanner named Sirpon.
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Acts 9:3243

V32

What is Peter doing as the
passage oper¥s

Why is he doing it?
Where is he now?

Where is Lydda?

V33
Who is Aeneas? What do we
know about him?

V34
What does Peter do?

V35
What is the impact of the
miracle?

Where is Sharon?

V3638
Where is Joppa?

What do we know about the
character of Dorcas?

What happens to Dorcas?

What two things do the
disciples do?

V39
How does Peter respond?

What is the situation when he
arrives?

V4041
What other miracle does this
remind you of?

V4243
Is this a low profile event?

How do the people get from a
miracleto believing in the Lord?

What else do we know about
Peter?
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Acts 10(A.D. 3741)

Cornelius Calls for Peter

At Caesarea there was a man
named Cornelius, a centurion in
what was known as the Italian
Regiment?He and all his family
were devout and Godearing; he
gave generously to those in need
and prayed to God regularly.
*One day at about three in the
afternoon he had a vision. He
distinctly saw an angel of God,
who came to him and said,
"Cornelius!"

“Cornelius stared at him in fear.

MT.GERIZIM

N\ AwiA

vayad

Jerichoe |

JERUSALEM @
Bethleheme® o
Bethany

=N A

"What is it, Lod?" he asked.

°The angel answered, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come
up as a memorial offering before God. Now send men to Joppa to
bring back a man named Simon who is called P&t is staying with
Simon the tanner, whose house is by tleas

"When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of
his servants and a devout soldier who was one of his attend&es.

told them everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa.
Peter's Vision

°About noon the following day asi¢y were on their journey and
approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to prh%*le became
hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being
prepared, he fell into a trancé'He saw heaven opened and
something like a large sheet Ingj let down to earth by its four
corners.* It contained all kinds of fodiooted animals, as well as
reptiles of the earth and birds of the aiThen a voice told him, "Get
up, Peter. Kill and eat."

“Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have nevetezaanything

impure or unclean.”

*The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything impure
that God has made clean."

®This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken
back to heaven.

"While Peter was wondering about the meagiof the vision, the

men sent by Cornelius found out where Simon's house was and
stopped at the gatel.gThey called out, asking if Simon who was known
as Peter was staying there.

While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him,
"Simon, three men are looking for yozﬂSO get up and go downstairs.
Do not hesitate to go with them, for | have sent them."

“peter went down and said to the men, "I'm the one you're looking
for. Why have you come?"

*The men replied, "We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He i
a righteous and Getkaring man, who is respected by all the Jewish
people. A holy angel told him to have you come to his house so that h
could hear what you have to sa)?.s'Then Peter inited the men into

the house to be his guests.

e

Acts 10:123

V1-2

Where are we when the
passage oper¥s

Who is Cornelius and what do
we know about him?

V3

What happens to Cornelius?
\Zi

What is the response of
Cornelius?

V56

What does the angel reveal?

Wha assignment is Cornelius
given?

V7-8

How does Cornelius respond?
2 Ke R2SayQi
go?

V9

What two things are going on at
about noon?

V1016

What happens to Peter?

Why does the vision disturb
Peter?

Why is the vision repeated
three times?

V1720

Does Peter understand the
vision?

Does Peter hear the men?

How does he know the men are
there?

V2023
What does Peter know about
the men?

What do the men reveal to
Peter?

What is his response?
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Peter at Cornelius' House

**The next day Peter startealit with them, and some of the brothers
from Joppa went along. The following day he arrived in Caesarea.
Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives
and close friend<°As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him
and fell at hieet in reverence®But Peter made him get up. "Stand
up," he said, "I am only a man myself."

*Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of
people.”®He said to them: "You are well aware that it is against our
law for a Jew to assiate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has
shown me that | should not call any man impure or unclé¥o when

| was sent for, | came without raising any objection. May | ask why yo
sent for me?"

¥Cornelius answered: "Four days ago | was in my épuaying at this
hour, at three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes
stood before mé”and said, 'Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and
remembered your gifts to the poo?.ZSend to Joppa for Simon who is
called Peter. He is a guest irethome of Simon the tanner, who lives
by the sea.**so | sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to
come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to
everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us."

*Then Peter began to speakribw realize how true it is that God

does not show favoritisnbut accepts men from every nation who
fear him and do what is righ??You know the message God sent to the
people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ,
who is Lord ofll. *You know what has happened throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preaeh%show God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how
he went around doing good and healing all who were under the powe
of the devil, because God was with him.

¥\We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews
and n Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a ffeef God
raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen
“He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had
already chosenby us who ate and drank with him aftee rose from

the dead.”’He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the
dead. Al the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes
in him receives forgiveness of sitgdugh his name."”

*While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on
all who heard the messag&The circumcised believers who had come
with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out even on the Gentiée*°For they heard them speaking in
tongues and praising God.

*Then Peter said, "Can anyone keep these people from being baptiz;
with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we ha&leo'

he ordered that they be baptized in the name of JeGhsist. Then

they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.

T

Acts 10:2448
V24

Why does Peter dgb
Who goes with Peter?
How long is the journey?

What do we know about
Cornelius from just this
sentence?

V2526

Is the response of Cornelius
surprising?

How is the response of Peter
instructive both then and now?

What doe we see in the
character of Peter?
V2729

What does Peter remind
everyone of about the

situation?

What does he add that is new?

2 KIFG G2 GKAy3a R2Sa
question reveal?

V3033

What isthe answer by Cornelius
in short form?

What is the expectation of
Cornelius?

V3435

How would you characterize
GKA&a FTANRG aSydSyoS
sermon?

V3638

What is Peter doing in these
two verses?

V3941

What is the heart of the
message”?

V4243

What arethe
consequences/opportunities
that flow from that reality?
V4446

Does Peter complete his
sermon?

How important are these two
verses?

V4748

How does Peter respond?
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Acts 11 Acts 11:130

Peter Explains His Actions
V13

The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea bethat the What does verse 1 make cléar

Gentiles also had received the word of G&b when Peter

went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him
3and said, "You went into the house of uncircumcised men and 2
ate with them." 0
*Peter began and explained everything to thenecisely as it
had happened®| was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a
trance | saw a vision. | saw something like a large sheet being |et

down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to Who is taking the heat and

where | was®l looked into it and saw fodfiooted animals of the why?

earth, wild beasts, reptiles, and birds of the &fthen | heard a

voice telling me, 'Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.'

®| replied, 'Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has What makes this problem
ever entered my mouth.’ significant?

*The voice spoke from heaven a second time, 'Do not calll

anything impure that God has made cledfiThis happened vais

three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again.
"Right then three men who had been sent to me from
Caesarea stopped at th@bhse where | was stayinThe Spirit
told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six| /15

brothers also went with me, and we entered the man's house. How do they respond to Peter?
¥He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and
say, 'Send to Joppa for Simonavis called Peterf:*He will bring
you a message through which you and all your household will
be saved.'

1>As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had
come on us at the beginninfThen | remembered what the
Lord had said: 'John baptizevith water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit:’So if God gave them the same
gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who
was | to think that | could oppose God?"

%When they heard this, they had no further objections and
praised God, saying, "So then, God has granted even the
Gentiles repentance unto life."

What does Peter do?

Is the issue really settled?
Explain
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The Church in Antioch

L LAA ~ r :"Derbq

Perga L INGDOM OR
NTIOCHUS

\

Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in
connection with Stephen traveled as far as PhoenCigrus

and Antioch, telling the message only to Jef#Some of them,
however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and
began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news
about the Lord Jesu&The Lord's hand was with them, and a
great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.
2News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, an
they sent Barnabas to AntiocHWhen he arrived and saw the
evidence of the grace of God, he wglad and encouraged them
all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearfHe was a
good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number
of people were brought to the Lord.

Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saahd when he
found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year
Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great
numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at
Antioch.

?'During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem t
Antioch.”®One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through
the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the
entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of
Claudius.f°The disciples, each according to his ability, decided
to provide help fotthe brothers living in Jude&This they did,
sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.

V1921

What is the result of the
persecution in connection with
Stephen?

Who is receiving the message?

What are the results

V22

What is the responsef the
church at Jerusalem?

V2324
What does Barnabus do in
Antioch?

What is revealed about the
character of Barnabus?

V2526
Why does Barnabus go look for
Saul?

What do they do?

What is significant about the
disciples in Antioch?

V2729

What doeghe Antioch

RAAOAL SaQ NBaLRyas
prophecy of Agabus reveal

about their character?

Page 24 of 65



Adult Christian Education @ MLCC ¢ 2009/2010

Acts 12

Peter's Miraculous Escape From Prison Acts 12:119

!t was about this time that King Herod arrested some who

belonged to the church, intending to persecute théide had Vi3 _

James, the brother of John, put to death with the swotd/hen Who is King Herod? Whiind

he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Petef  ©f Person is he?

also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. What does Herod do?

“After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to

be guardel by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod V45

intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. How seriously is the situation 5

°So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly KFryRft SR 2y | SNBRQa a
praying to God for him. the churches side?

®The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was

sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and V6-10

sentries stood guard at the entrancd&uddenly an angel of the l2¢ t2y3 Aa tSIiSNRa
Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on|  imprisonment?

the side and woke him up. "Quick, get up!" he said, and the CNRY | SNRPRQ& &l yRLI
ghalns felbff Peter‘_s wrlst_s,. secure is Peter?

Then the apgel said to him, "Puton your clothesandsandals.’| 5283 t Si&8NDa af SSLJ &
And Peter did SO. S')'Wrap your cloak_ around you an_d follow me,' you? What doegt indicate?

the angel told him’Peter followed him Ol_Jt of the prison, but he What is an angel? What does

had no idea that what the angel was doiwgs really that mean?

happening; he thought he was seeing a visiSfinhey passed the i

first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the What does the. angel do? _

city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. Is Peter conscious of what is

When they had walked the length of one street, sudgehke going on?

angel left him.

"Then Peter came to himself and said, "Now | know without a V1112

doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herods What is the situation now?

clutches and from everything the Jewish people were What does Peter do?

anticipating."

When this had dawned on him, he wentttee house of Mary V1317

the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had L& wkK2RIQa NBaLRyas
gathered and were prayingPeter knocked at the outer Explain

entrarllce, and a servant girl named thda came to answer the 2K G AA tSOHSNDA  LJdzNL
door. When she recognized Peter's voice, she was so Visit?

overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed,

IsPeter is at the door!" vig

_ ‘\_(og're out pf your mind," they told her. Whe_n she kept How does Herod deal with the

insisting that it was so, they said, "It must be his angel.” escape?

®But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door '

and saw him, they were astonishedPeter motioned with his Whit does that tell us about

hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had him?

brought him out of prison. "Tell James and the brothers about

this,” he said, and then he left for another place. Why do you think Luke includes

¥n the morning, theravas no small commotion among the this whole narrative in Acts?

soldiers as to what had become of PetéAfter Herod had a How does it add to the story?

thorough search made for him and did not find him, he cross

examined the guards and ordered that they be executed.
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Herod's Death Poraa T Derbe
Perga /KINGDOM OR

“Then Herod went from ™
Judea to Caesarea and ~Z.-
stayed there a while. He \ K
had been quarreling with N a]amis
the people of Tyre and Eapls

Sidon; they now joined

together and sought an
audience with him. Having
secured the support of
Blastus, a trusted personal
servant of the king, they
asked for peace, because
they depended on the
king's county for their

food supply.

“0On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his
throne and delivered a public address to the peoﬁf@hey shouted,
"This is the voice of a god, not of a maﬁlmmediately, because
Herod did not give prais®tGod, an angel of the Lord struck him
down, and he was eaten by worms and died.

#But the word of God continued to increase and spread.

*When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission, they returned
from Jerusalem, taking with them John, also caMetk.

Acts 13Barnabas and Saul Sent Off

Sidon o
Damascus

!In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas

Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been
brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and SafWwhile they were
worshiping the Lat and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called th&sm'after
they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and seri
them off.

On Cyprus

*The two of them, sent on their way lblye Holy Spirit, went down to
Seleucia and sailed from there to Cprhen they arrived at
Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues.
John was with them as their helper.

®They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos.
There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named &ars,
'who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The
proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Sauluseche
wanted to hear the word of GodBut Elymas the sorcerer (for that is
what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul
from the faith.*Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the
Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas asaid,'*'You are a child of the
devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds
of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of
the Lord?*'Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to
be blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the light of the sun."
12Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped
about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. When the proconsu
saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the

Py

teaching about the Lord.

Acts 12:2013:12

V20-23

What is the character of Herod?
What are the consequences of

| SNEPRQ& 0SKI @A 2NK
V24

Why does Luke insert this
remark?

V25
What was the mission of
Barnabus and Sa(Acts 11:29)

Why do Barnabus and Sdake
John, who is also called Mark
(Col 4:10)?

\Val
What does Luke reveal about
the church at Antioch?

V24

Howare the Christiasat
Antioch setting their direction?
Why are Barnabus and Saul
sent off?

Does the Antioch church take
their mission lightly? Epain
What is the cost to them?

V5

What was the starting point for
proclaiming the Word of God to
the people?

Who is with Barnabus and Saul?

V612

What kind of dynamics do we
have between Barnabus and
Saul, Elymas, and Sergius
Paulus?

What does Saul finglldo?
Why?

What is the effect on Sergius
Paulus?
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In Pisidian Antioch

_JLYCAONIA' 5

*Qtvr;cm,ga.l i i -~ ¥From Paphos, Paul
I R o TS and his companions
{¥- 7 _ apsipia “Lystra ) Cilu'l{m(mu ) i
i 2 X CILicy, sailed to Perga in
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Paphos

Caesarea

John left them to
return to Jerusalem.
“From Perga they
went on to Pisidian
8 mascus ANtioch. On the
Sabbath they entered
% the synagogue and
®|JERUSALEM sat down.After the
reading from the Law and the Prophets, the synagogue rulers
sent word to them, saying, "Brothers, if you have a message of|
encouragement for th people, please speak."
®Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said: "Men of
Israel and you Gentiles who worship God, listen to HiEthe
God of the people of Israel chose our fathers; he made the
people prosper during their stay in Egypt, witlgimty power he
led them out of that country**he endured their conduct for
about forty years in the desertthe overthrew seven nations in
Canaan and gave their land to his people as their inheritance.
2All this took about 450 years.
2After this, Godgave them judges until the time of Samuel the
prophet. Then the people asked for a king, and he gave them

Sidon

Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, who ruled forty yeard.

“After removing Saul, he made David their king. He testified
concerning him: 'l &ive found David son of Jesse a man after my
own heart; he will do everything | want him to do.'

#Erom this man's descendants God has brought to Israel the
Savior Jesus, as he promisé@efore the coming of Jesus, John
preached repentance and baptisr &ll the people of Israel.

**As John was completing his work, he said: "Who do you think
am? | am not that one. No, but he is coming after me, whose
sandals | am not worthy to untie.’

*&Brothers, children of Abraham, and you Glegring Gentiles,

it is to us that this message of salvation has been $&Fte
people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, Y|
in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that
are read every SabbatffThough they found no proper ground
for adeath sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed.
*When they had carried out all that was written about him,
they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomi#But
God raised him from the deatfand for many days he was seen
by those who hd traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem.
They are now his witnesses to our people.

Acts 13:13%2

V1314
Where are we?

What day is it?
Who is present?

V15
What happens first?

Why are Paul and his
companions asked to speak?

V16
Who speaks?

Who is he addressing?

V1741
What are the key points Paul
makes?

What does Paul rely on for
support?
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$2We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers
*he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it
written in the secod Psalm:

"'You are my Son;

today | have become your Fathe¥The fact that God raised

him from the dead, never to decay, is stated in these words:
"' will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.
¥30 it is stated elsewhere:

" "Youwill not let your Holy One see decay.'

¥For when David had served God's purpose in his own
generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers and h
body decayed®’But the one whom God raised from the dead
did not see decay.

¥ Therefore, mybrothers, | want you to know that through
Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to aitarough him
everyone who believes is justified from everything you could
not be justified from by the law of Mose¥Take care that what
the prophets have sdidoes not happen to you:

' _ook, you scoffers,

wonder and perish,

for | am going to do something in your days

that you would never believe,

even if someone told you.™

*’As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the peop|
invited them tospeak further about these things on the next
Sabbath*When the congregation was dismissed, many of the
Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and
Barnabas, who talked with them and urged them to continue in
the grace of God.

*On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear
the word of the Lord*When the Jews saw the crowds, they
were filled with jealousy and talked abusively against what Pau
was saying.

*Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: "We had to
speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do
not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to
the Gentiles?’For this is what the Lord has commanded us:

"'l have made you a light for the Gentiles,

that you may bring salvain to the ends of the earth.™

*|When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored th¢
word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life
believed.

**The word of the Lord spread through the whole regi®SBut

the Jews incited the Gelgaring women of high standing and
the leading men of the city. They stirred up persecution against
Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their re&i’(ﬁo

they shook the dust from their feet in protest against them and
went to lconium’And the disiples were filled with joy and

e

U

with the Holy Spirit.

S

V42

How do the people respond?
V4448

Who shows up the following
Sabbath?

What is the response of the
Jews?

What changes the response of
the Jews?

Do we ever do the same thing?
Explain

How to Paul and Barnabus
respond?

What do they use for support?
V48

How do the Gentiles respond?
Who is saved?

V4952
Are the Jews passive in the
reaction to Paul and Barnabus?

What is the response of Paul
and Barnabus?

How are the disciples
described?

Howdoes that contrast with
the situation?

What is their lesson to us?
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Acts 14

In Iconium

!At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish
synagogue. There they spoke so effectively that a great numbsg
of Jews and Gentiles believeBut the Jews who refused to
believe stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds againg
the brothers.®So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time
there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the messag
of his grace by enabling them to do mitdous signs and
wonders.*The people of the city were divided; some sided with
the Jews, others with the apostleghere was a plot afoot
among the Gentiles and Jews, together with their leaders, to
mistreat them and stone theniBut they found out abouit and
fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the
surrounding country’where they continued to preach the good
news.

In Lystra and Derbe

®In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was lame
from birth and had never walke@e listened to Paul as he was
speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to
be healedand called out, "Stand up on your feet!" At that, the
man jumped up and began to walk.

"When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the
Lycaonian language, "The gods have come down to us in huma
form!" ?Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Herm
because he was the chief speak€The priest of Zeus, whose
temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to
the citygates because he and the crowd wanted to offer
sacrifices to them.

“But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they
tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting:
>Men, why are you doing this? We too are only men, human
like yau. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn
from these worthless things to the living God, who made
heaven and earth and sea and everything in th&in. the past,

he let all nations go their own way/Yet he has not left himself
without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain
from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with
plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy®Even with these
words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to
them.

*Then somelews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the
crowd over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city
thinking he was dead®But after the disciples had gathered
around him, he got up and went back into the city. The next daj
he and Barnabas left for Derbe.
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Acts 14:120

V12

Where are we? Who is present?
What is going on?
What are the results?

1

Caesarea

I NB WSga oKz R2yQi
content to let it rest? Explain
V3-4

Do Paul and Barnabas stay
briefly in lconium?

What do they do? What does
God do?

What is the response?

V5-7

Why do Paul and Barnabas
leave Iconium?

How do they leave Iconium?
Where do they go?

V8-13

What normal element imissing
in this story?

Why is this healing significant?
What is the response of the
crowd to the healing?

V1418

How do Barnabas and Paul deal
with the situation?

Is the problem easily solved?
Explain

V1920

How passionate is the
opposition of some of the
Jews?

What is the result?

What does this verse tell us
about the early disciples?
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The Return to Antioch in Syria

?'They preached the good news in that city and won a large
number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and
Antioch,*strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to
remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships
to enter the kingdom of God," they safdPaul and Barnabas
appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and
fasting, committed lhem to the Lord, in whom they had put

their trust. *After going through Pisidia, they came into
Pamphylia?®and when they had preached the word in Perga,
they went down to Attalia.

*®From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had beef
committed to the grace of God for the work they had now
completed.?’On arriving there, they gathered the church
together and reported all that God had done through them and
how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentil&%nd they
stayed there a long time it the disciples.

Acts 14:2128

V21la
Where are we?

What is going on?
What are the results?

Why does Luke use the word
GRAAOALI S¢ Aya
2N a/ KNRAGAI yé
Does it matter? Explain

V21b23
Where do Paul and Barnabas
travel next?

Whatare the key things they do
in each church?

Why do they do them?
How serious are they?

V2426

What do Paul and Barnabas do
as they return to Antioch?
What does Luke remind us
about their trip?

V2628
What do they do as soon as
they return?

What are thetwo key points in
the report?

What happens next?
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Acts 15A.D. 4 Paul writes Galatians

The Council at Jerusalem (A.D. 50)

'Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were
teaching the brothers: "Unless you are circumcised, according
to the custontaught by Moses, you cannot be savetThis
brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with
them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some
other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and
elders about this questioriThe church sent them on their way,
and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told
how the Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the
brothers very glad'When they came to Jerusalem, they were
welcomed by the church and the apostland elders, to whom
they reported everything God had done through them.

*Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the
Pharisees stood up and said, "The Gentiles must be circumcise
and required to obey the law of Moses."

®The apostles ahelders met to consider this questiotfter

much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: "Brothers,
you know that some time ago God made a choice among you
that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the
gospel and believéGod, who kows the heart, showed that he
accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did
to us.’He made no distinction between us and them, for he
purified their hearts by faith*®Now then, why do you try to test
God by putting on the necks of tlilisciples a yoke that neither
we nor our fathers have been able to beat®o! We believe it

is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just g
they are."

“The whole assembly became silent as they listened to
Barnabas and Paul telling alidhe miraculous signs and
wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them.

3 When they finished, James spoke up: "Brothers, listen to me.
“Simon has described to us how God at first showed his
concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for himseérhe
words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is
written:

& After this | will return and rebuild David's fallen tent. Its
ruins | will rebuild, and I will restore it'that the remnant of

men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentildovear my name,
says the Lord, who does these thinﬁshat have been known

for ages.

¥t is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it
difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to Gddinstead we
should write to them, telling them to abain from food polluted
by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled
animals and from blood*For Moses has been preached in
every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogueg

2d

on every Sabbath."

Acts 15:121

V1
Where are we?

What has happened?

V2

How do Paul and Barnabas
respond?

What is the result?

V3
How does the journey?

V4
What happens when they
arrive?

V5
Who speaks?

What is their position?

V6-7a
Is everyone in agreement on
this position? Explain

V7b1l
Who speaks?

What is his argument?
What is his position?
Is it really a big deal? Explain

V12
Who follows Peter and what do
they do?

V1318

Who weighs in next?
What does he add to the
argument?

V1921

What is his recommendation?
How is his requirement
different from the original
requirement?
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The Council's Letter to Gentile Believers

*’Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided
to choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch
with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (callediibasa

and Silas, two men who were leaders among the brothers.
“\ith them they sent the following letter: The apostles and
elders, your brothers, To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria|
and Cilicia: Greeting&'We have heard that some went out

from uswithout our authorization and disturbed you, troubling
your minds by what they saifSo we all agreed to choose
some men and send them to you with our dear friends Barnabg
and Pauk ?men who have risked their lives for the name of our
Lord Jesus Chtis'Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to
confirm by word of mouth what we are writingflt seemed

good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with
anything beyond the following requirementSYou are to

abstain from food sacrificed to itky from blood, from the meat
of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do
well to avoid these things. Farewell.

%The men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they
gathered the church together and delivered the lett&he

people read it and were glad for its encouraging message.
¥Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much t
encourage and strengthen the brother8After spending some
time there, they were sent off by the brothers with the blessing
of peace to réurn to those who had sent theni>But Paul and
Barnabas remained in Antioch, where they and many others
taught and preached the word of the Lord.

A.D.50¢ James writes James

Acts 15:2235

V2223a

Where are weas the passage

openg?

What has beemoing on?

What is the plan?

Who crafts the plan?

2 2dz2 Ry Qi
sufficient? Explain

V23b29

What are the key points
addressed in the letter?

How do these requirements
contrast with the original ones?

V3035

How as the letter delivered?
How des the church respond?

What is revealed about Judas
and Silas? And their actions?

How does the incident

conclude?
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Disagreement Between Paul and Barnabas
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¥Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back and
visit the brothers in all the townshere we preached the word
of the Lord and see how they are doinfBarnabas wanted to
take John, also called Mark, with theffut Paul did not think

it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphyli
and had not continued with them in thegork. **They had such a
sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took
Mark and sailed for Cypru@but Paul chose Silas and left,
commended by the brothers to the grace of the Ldf#le went
through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the dnes.

Acts 16

Timothy Joins Paul and Silas

'He came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named
Timothy lived, whose mother was a Jewess and a believer, but
whose father was a GreeKThe brothers at Lystra and lconium
spoke well of him*Paul vanted to take him along on the
journey, so he circumcised him because of the Jews who lived
that area, for they all knew that his father was a Gré@ls they
traveled from town to town, they delivered the decisions
reached by the apostles and elders)erusalem for the people

to obey.’So the churches were strengthened in the faith and
grew daily in numbers.

D

in

Acts 15:36165

As the passage opens where are
we?

V36
What does Paul Recommend?

Why?

V3740

What initiates the
disagreement between Paul
and Barnabas?

Where is this event recorded in
Acts? How does it add to the
story?

How significant is the
disagreement?

What is the result?

How does the church feel about
this?

V13

How are Paul and Silas
traveling?

Where are we?

Who is Timothy?

Whatis TY 2 § K& Qa NI LJdzd | G A
Why do you think Paul wants to
take Timothy along on the
journey?

Why does Paul circumcise
Timothy?

Does he have to?

V45
What was another reason for
the journey?

What is the result of the visits?
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Paul's Vision of the Man of Macedonia

®Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region
of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy
Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia.
"When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to
enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jeswould not allow
them to.®So they passed by Mysia and went down to
Troas . During the night Paul had a vision of a man of
Macedonia standing and begging him, "Come over to
Macedonia and help us®After Paul had seen the vision,
we got ready at once tleave for Macedonia, concluding
that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

Lydia's Conversion in Philippi

YFrom Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for
Samothrace, and the next day on to Neapdfisrom

there we traveled to Philippa Roman colony and the
leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed
there several days.

%0n the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the
river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat
down and began to speak to the womenevhad

gathered there*One of those listening was a woman
named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of
Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened
her heart to respond to Paul's messag®Vhen she and
the members of her household welmaptized, she invited
us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the
Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she
persuaded us.
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Acts 16:615
V6
Where are Paul and his companions
travelling?

Where are they not travelling? Why?
V7

Where dothey try to go next?
What happens?

Why is the Spirit referred to
differently here?

What does it mean?

V810

Where do they go next?
What happens to Paul?

2KIG A& tldZ Qa O2y Of dza .

What do they do next?
V1112

Where do they go next?

How long do they stay?

V1314

When and were does the ministry
begin?

Who is present? Why is that
significant?

What happens there?

What two things are required for
someone to come to the Lord?

V15

2 KIG Aa GKS NBaid
What kind of person is Lydia?
What is thesignificance of the event?

Page 34 of 65

27T

[ &)



Adult Christian Education @ MLCC ¢ 2009/2010

Paul and Silas in Prison

®*Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we
were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she
predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money fo
her owners by fortuneelling. *"This girl followed Paul and
the rest of us, shouting, "Tlse men are servants of the
Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.”
185he kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so
troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, "In
the name of Jesus Christ | command you to come out of
her!" At that moment the spirit left her.

When the owners of the slave girl realized that their
hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the
authorities.?’They brought them before the magistes

and said, "These men are Jews, and are throwing our city|
into an uproar‘by advocating customs unlawful for us
Romans to accept or practice."

’The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, ar
the magistrates ordered them to be strippeddhbeaten.
Zpfter they had been severely flogged, they were thrown
into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them
carefully.?*Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the
inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.

2>About midnight Pauand Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to
them. 2°Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake tha|
the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the
prison doors flew open, and everybody's chaiame
loose.?The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison
doors open, he drew his sword and was about to Kill
himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped.
8But Paul shouted, "Don't harm yourselfl We are all
here!"

nd

Acts 16:1628

V16-17a
Whereare web ?

Who is preserg ?
What is the situatiof ?
V17b19
2 Kl G
Explair®
What does Paul db ?
How does the situation

Ad t I dA$Q@a adGl G S

changé& ?

2 KIG Aa GKS 26ySNEQ
respons& ?

Lad GKS 26ySNBRQ NBaLR
surprisin@ ? Explaid

V2024

How do the ownerargue their
case to the authoritied ?
How does the crowd
responds ?

How do the owners argue their
case to the authoritied ?
How does the crowd
responds ?

How do the authorities
responds ?

What is the final resuft ?

V25

What happens at midnig#t ?
Is this anormal responsé ?
Explair®

How is their response
instructive to u$¢ ?

V2628

What happens during the
midnight session of Paul and
Silag ?

How does the jailer respoid?
How does Paul handle the
situation$ ?
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**The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fesimbling
before Paul and Sila¥He then brought them out and
asked, "Sirs, what must | do to be saved?"

31They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved-you and your household*Then they spoke the
word of the Lord to him and to athe others in his house.
%At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed
their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were
baptized.**The jailer brought them into his house and set
a meal before them; he was filled with joy becausehad
come to believe in Gaeehe and his whole family.

*When it was daylight, the magistrates sent their officers
to the jailer with the order: "Release those mef°The

jailer told Paul, "The magistrates have ordered that you
and Silas be released. Ngwu can leave. Go in peace.”
3’But Paul said to the officers: "They beat us publicly
without a trial, even though we are Roman citizens, and
threw us into prison. And now do they want to get rid of
us quietly? No! Let them come themselves and escort us
out."

*¥The officers reported this to the magistrates, and when
they heard that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they
were alarmed®**They came to appease them and escorted
them from the prison, requesting them to leave the city.
“Cafter Paul and Silagme out of the prison, they went to
Lydia's house, where they met with the brothers and
encouraged them. Then they left.

Acts 1629-40

V29-30

How does the jailer respond in
posture and verbally to Paul
and Sila$ ?

Why does he ask the
questiord ?

V3132

What is the answe§ ?

Was that all the info Paul and
Silas provide#l ?

V3334

What is the response of the
jailer$ ?

How is his response similar to
[ BR$? Q&

What comes with salvatich ?
V3536

What happens at dayligfit ?
Why do the magistrates do
thiso ?

Whatisi KS YIF 3AadNF
direction to Paul and Sil&s?
V37

How does Paul respond to the
direction from the officer$ ?
Why does Paul respond in this
wayo ?

V3839

| 26 R2S& t !l dAf Qa NBalL
change the situatiod ?

52S8a GKS YF3AadNr GSc¢
direction chang& ? What

doesp ?

V40

What do Paul and Silas do

next$ ?

Who encourages wik ? Are

you surprise@d ?

What is the leadership

application heré ?

What does it take to applyat ?

(p))
Q¢
Q
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Acts 17
In Thessalonica

"When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia
they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish
synagogue®As his custom was, Paul went into the
synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with
them from the Scriptures’explaining and praing that the
Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus |
am proclaiming to you is the Christ," he sdBome of the
Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a
large number of Godearing Greeks and not a few
prominent women.

®But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bag
characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and
started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason's house in
search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the
crowd.®But when they did notifd them, they dragged
Jason and some other brothers before the city officials,
shouting: "These men who have caused trouble all over
the world have now come heréand Jason has welcomed
them into his house. They are all defying Caesar's decree
saying hat there is another king, one called Jes{8vhen
they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were
thrown into turmoil. *Then they made Jason and the
others post bond and let them go.

=

Acts 17:19

V1

Where are w& ? How did we
get heres ? How fardid we
travel$ ?

V23

Why does Paul go to the
synagogu$ ?

How many times does he §0?
What does he dp ?

What is the significance of his
using the scripture® ?

How does this apply to us

now, ?

V4

2 KFG FNB GKS NBadz
reasoning ?

Is reasoning all the isto iy ?

Explair®

2 Kl G R2Sa we2AySRé
Who are in the joined

categong ?

V5

La SOSNE2YyS LX SIHaSR

teachings ? Explaifs

How dohis opponents
responds ?

Is it consistent with their
faithd ?

V69

How extreme are the
opposition measures of the
aY2o6¢e

What is their accusatich ?
Is it trued ? Explaid

Is their accusation the real
issueéd ? Explaid

What does it mean to post
bondd ?
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In Berea

°As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas awa

to Berea. On arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue.

“Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the
Thessalonians, for they received the message with great
eagerness and erained the Scriptures every day to see if what
Paul said was trué.zMany of the Jews believed, as did also a
number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.
When the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was
preaching the word of God at Berea, thegnt there too,
agitating the crowds and stirring them uliThe brothers
immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy
stayed at Bered’The men who escorted Paul brought him to
Athens and then left with instructions for Silas and Timothy to
join him as soon as possible.

Acts 17:1015

V10

Where were Paul and Silas
sent$ ? Why ?

Where do Paul and Silas go
first$ ? Why ?

What does Paul db ?

V11

l 26 R2S&a GKS
response compare with the
Thessaloniar$s ?

Why do you think Luke includes
this comment about the
Berean$ ?

What should characterize our
response to the messape?

V12 A A
2Kl G Aa GKS NB
messag§ ?

V13

What happens to cause
trouble$ ? Why ?

What happens when the true
gospel is preached ?

V1415

How do the brothersespond
to the trouble$ ?

Who gives instructions in
Athensp ? Why ?

Page 38 of 65

SNBI Yy

a

L2 y

a

a

S



Adult Christian Education @ MLCC ¢ 2009/2010

s

- L "
-ﬁ —

L1 -—.:._ ..... m I .
MYSIA »‘ rylaei

& Pergamum -
E}-?\. r\\l’ll'
S
LYDIA oLt '

. v~ 7 PISIHA
“phesus r i,

FaMrYLIA

:‘H&I\llﬂ L]

V37 AN

In Athens

¥Swhile Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly
distressed to see that the city was full of iddfSo he reasoned
in the synagogue with the Jews and the Gedring Greeks, as
well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happene
to be there.'®A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers
began to dispute with him. Some of them asked, "What is this
babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He seems to be
advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was
preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.
*Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the
Areopagus, where they said to him, "May we know what this
new teaching is that yoare presenting?°You are bringing

==

some strange ideas to our ears, and we want to know what they

mean."*(All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there

spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to
the latest ideas.)

#paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said:
"Men of Athens! | see that in every way you are very religious.
#For as | walked around and looked carefully at your objects of
worship, | even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN
UNKNOWN GODoW what you worship as something
unknown | am going to proclaim to you.

Acts 17:1623

V16

Where are we as the passage

opens$ ?

Why is Paul he® ? Who is

with him$ K 2 K2

him$ ?

What does Paul notice about
the city and what is his
immediatereactiors ?

V17
What does Paul do

abouthit?

How is his approach different in

Athens ?

V1821
What is the twofold

response

Paul gets in the marketpla$e?

What/whereis the
Areopagu$ ?

2Kl G Aa |
commen®$ ?

V2223

dzl $ Q4

2 KFG FLILISENBR G2

opening strategy ?

l2¢ OFy ¢S | LILX
strategy when we are trying to

influence others ?
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*»The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord

of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.

BAnd he is not served by human hands, as if he needed
anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and
everything else?®From one man he made every nation of men,
that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined
the times set for hem and the exact places where they should
live.?’God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps
reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each
one of us?®*For in him we live and move and have our being.'
As some of your own poetsalie said, "We are his offspring.'
**Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think
that the divine being is like gold or silver or steia® image

made by man's design and sKifin the past God overlooked
such ignorance, but now he comndall people everywhere

to repent.*'For he has set a day when he will judge the world
with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of
this to all men by raising him from the dead."

$2When they heard about the resurrection of the deadmsoof
them sneered, but others said, "We want to hear you again on
this subject.”®*At that, Paul left the Councit’A few men

became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was
Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a woman named
Damaris, and a maber of others.

Acts 17:2434

REVIEW

Where are w& ? Who is
presents ? What is going ¢k ?
Why is it going od ? Who is
speaking ?

V2425

What characteristics does Paul

IAPS G2 GKS a!bYbhz2ob
GO K €

V2628

What does Paul reveal about
YIY YR D2RQA
towards mar$ ?

What response does God desire
from marts ?

Is it doabl® ? Explaid

V29

What does Paul contrast God
with$ ?

How does Paul contrast GBd?
V3031

What does Paul reveal about
D2RQa K NI OG SN
What kind of response is God
looking fos ?

Is God stillooking for the same
response toda§ ? Explaid

What does Paul promise God

will do$ ? What does he offer

as proo% ?

Who is he talking abodt ?
2 K@ R2SayQi
named ?

V3234

What is the responsg ?
Did Paul waste his tinde?
Explaid .

AyiaSyi

KS YSyida
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Acts 18:117
V14
Where are we no§ ?

Why does Paul come heaye?

s ) What do we know about this
Corinthian L city$ ?

Gulf . .
Who is present with Paul and
what do we know about
them$ ?
What is Paul doirtg) ?
V511
Aegean Sea Who shows up and from
where$ ?
Acts 18 l 26 R2 tl dAf Qa F OGA DA
In Corinth changé& ?
!After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinffihere he met a Jew _ _
named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy Who responds and what is their
with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to respons& ?
leave Rome. Paul went to see thetandbecause he was a tentmaker )
as they were, he stayed and worked with thelvery Sabbath he Howdoes Paul change his
reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. strategy ?

=

*When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himsell

?
exclusively to preaching, testifigrto the Jews that Jesus was the What are the results *

Christ.°But when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he What does the Lord tell Pal?
shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, "Your blood be on Whyd ?

your own heads! | am clear of my responsibility. From now on | will gg

to the Gentiles.” How long does Paul stay in
Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Corintt ?

Titius Justus, a worshiper of G&Grispus, the synagogue ruler, and

his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthiang ~ V1213

who heard him believed and were baptized. What do the Jews dp ?

°One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be afraid; keep .

on speaking, do not be siledfFor | am with you, and no one is going Is this an unusual strategy?

to attack and harm you, because | have many people in this 3:3[80" V1417

Paul stayed for a year and a half, teachiimgm the word of God. What happens to Pagl ?
While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attadk

on Paul and brought him into couf®'This man," they charged, "is Who is Galli® ? What does he
persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary to the law." says ?What does he d$ ?

“Just as Paul was abowt speak, Gallio said to the Jews, "If you Jews
were making a complaint about some misdemeanor or serious crime,|  Who is the synagogue ruler and

it would be reasonable for me to listen to youBut since it involves what do we know about hig ?
guestions about words and names and your own-taettle the

matter yourselves. | will not be a judge of such thingéSo he had What happens to his ?

them ejected from the court:'Then they all turned on Sosthenes the Whyd ?

synagogue ruler and beat him in front of the court. But Gallio showed
no concern whatever.
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3 _ Acts 18:188
#Porfsat Lechaeum v :
/ ModermGoi Vi

How long had Paul stayed in

CorintH?$

2 KSNBE A& tldf Qa FAYL
destinations

Who goes witthim?$

P 2 6\(\“ - -(\?‘ .
eroed, R Y A What does he do before he
-...—--;ﬁéﬁ.._m\ﬂor&laeum\‘ : CAPPADOCIA Sa|IS’$ Why"B
* Pergamum _\V“\"A‘ iocﬁfu-can_\“l‘ V19'21 ] ]
R Where is the first stop®

Nalts -
q‘?, CHSWIA  Lystrad ‘} ’
PaMPHYLIA ™ ey

Astuliag @ po ¢ - Deber
- 20 JKINGDOM OR 7

ANTIOCHUS

Cffif@'-?{’guc, What happens there®
g 2 kg R2Say®i KS all &k
What is his promise®

HY
Iamis f’; V22
\ Paphos Where does Paul lan§?
\, of Sidon o Where doesdPaul go before

M 1 * Dam)|
Efﬁtﬂ?’a”edfz Sea \"M____.hlqplolemai-;r('_:‘-%w going to Antioch$
Jerusalem

/-'_\\ Cae;:;r:ab'-: V23

- _ e/ 3 > Ke R2SayQi thdf adt
Priscilla, Aquila and Apollos Antioch®

¥paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the
brothers and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Pasaiit
Aquila. Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off at Cenchrea
because of a vow he had takeéRThey arrived at Ephesus,
where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went into the

What does it mean to
GadiNBy3IldkSy Fftf (GKS
$

How do you do that?

synagogue and reasoned with the Jef®#/hen they asked him 2KIG R2 thdf Qa FOGAZ2
to sperd more time with them, he declined'But as he left, he about Pauld
promised, "l will come back if it is God's will." Then he set sall V2426
from Ephesus®When he landed at Caesarea, he went up and How does the scene shif?
greeted the church and then went down to Antioch. Where are we now® Who is
23 . . . . .
After spending soméme in Antioch, Paul set out from there the central figure$
and traveled from place to place throughout the region of

Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. ¥Vhat do we know about hih

ZMeanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came
to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with@ough knowledge
of the Scriptures®He had been instructed in the way of the
Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus
accurately, though he knew only the baptism of Jofide

How do Priscella and Aqail
respond to Aptlos after he

speaks in the synagogug?
What do you think of the

began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscitla a approachd

Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained| V27

to him the way of God more adequately. Where does Apollos want to
*\When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers go% What church is there?
encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome What kind of standing does
him. On arriving, he was a great hetpthose who by grace had Apollos have at Ephesus?
believed.*®For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, How does Apollos d&? What
proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. is his strength$
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Acts 19

Paul in Ephesus

"While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the
interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples
Zand asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
believed?"

They answered, "No, we have not even hetlrat there is a

Holy Spirit."

S0 Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?"
"John's baptism," they replied.

*Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He
told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is,
in Jesus.®On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of
the Lord JesuSWhen Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and
prophesied. There were about twelve men in alll.

®pPaul entered the synagogue and spokédbothere for three
months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of GBdt
some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and
publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the
disciples with him and had discussions daily in the |lechall of
Tyrannus!°This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and
Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the
Lord.

Y'God did extraordinary miracles through Patsp that even
handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him &taken to

the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left
them.

Acts 19:112
19... Where are we at, at the

opening of this passage?

19:1314 What was the practice
of the Jews in this passage?
What new practice did they try?
What wee there names®

19:1516 What was the
response of the demon
possessed man®

19:1516 Is this the response
the sons of Sceva were looking
for? o

19:17 What was the response
of the Greeks and Jews living in
the area?

19:1819 Of those that
confessed evilleeds and
practiced sorcery, were they
believers or nonrbelievers?

19:1819 What should be the
response for evil deeds that are
in our lives?

* |s that response supported in
other areas of scripture@
Read Psalms 32:5 & James 5:16

19:21:-22 After allthis, were
does Paul decide to go? What
are his future plans$
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¥Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to
invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demol
possessed. They would say, "In the name of Jesus, whom Pau
preaches, | command you to come ouf'Seven sons of Sceva,

a Jewish chigpriest, were doing this>One day the evil spirit
answered them, "Jesus | know, and | know about Paul, but whq
are you?"'®Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on
them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating
that they ran out of the buse naked and bleeding.

"When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in
Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the
Lord Jesus was held in high hori8kany of those who

believed now came and openly confessed their evil deBas.
number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls
together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the
value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas.
?In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in
power.

?IAfter all this had happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem,
passing through Macedonia and Achaia. "After | have been
there," he said, "I must visit Rome als&e sent two of his
helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, while he stayed ir
the provirce of Asia a little longer.

Acts 19:122

V1Where is Paul currently at in this
passage’®

V2-3 What baptism had the disciples
received up to this point in the story?
$

vaz K s a w2ByQa
V4-5What is the difference in the
baptism of John &he baptism of the
Holy Spirit? You may need to go back
to Acts 1 to find the answefp

V45 Are these baptisms contradictory
or complimentary®

V6What was the sign when the Holy
Spirit came on them®

V8Where did Paul go to Preach
initially? What causetiim to change
locations?$

V&9 Would you say Paul acted rashly
or patiently with those in the
Synagogued

V89 Would you say that those who
did not believe what Paul was teaching
did so intentionally? Read Rom 1:28
o}

V10How long did Paul end upaching
in the lecture hall of Tyrannus? Who
heard the message$

VIO52 @&2dz GKAY1l t1I dZ Q&
Ephesus would have been as successful

if had remained teaching in the

Synagogued

Application: What are the areas

in our lives that we choose not

to believe? What are the
consequences for that unbelief?

|
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The Riot in Ephesus

“About that time there arose a great Acts 19:2341

disturbance about the Way'A silversmith

named Demetrius, who made silver shrines $ What has been going on in
of Artemis, brought in no little business for Ephesus?

the craftsmen.*He called them together, V23

along with the workmen in related trades, $ When does this incident
and said: "Men, you know we receive a occur?

good income from this busines$And you V2427

see and hear how this fellow Paul has
convinced and led astray large numbers of
‘ people here in Epheswand in practically
the whole provmce of Asia. He says that nmaade gods are no

$ Who is Demetrius?
$
$
gods at all*’There is danger not only that our trade will lose its | 8 Why does he do it?
o}
v
$

Who is Artemis?
What does Demetriudo?

good name, but also that the temple of the great goddess How does he do it?
Artemis will be discredited, and the goddess ledfisvho is 28
worshiped throughout the province of Asia and the world, will How do the craftsmen

be robbed of her divine majesty." respond?

*When they heard this, they were furious and began shouting: V29

"Great is Artemis of the Ephesiané¥Soon the whole city was $ How does the situation
in an uproar. The pedp seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul's escalate?

traveling companions from Macedonia, and rushed as one mar
into the theater.*®Paul wanted to appear before the crowd, but
the disciples would not let himi*Even some of the officials of
the province, friends of P&usent him a message begging him

V3031
$ What does Paul want to do?

$ Does he? Explain.

not to venture into the theater. vsz34 _
%The assembly was in confusion: Some were shouting one $ How is the scene in the
thing, some another. Most of the people did not even know theater described?
why they were there**The Jews pushed Alexander to the front, V3541

and some ofhe crowd shouted instructions to him. He $ Who intervenes?
motioned for silence in order to make a defense before the $ What is his approach?

people.**But when they realized he was a Jew, they all shouteg
in unison for about two hours: "Great is Artemis of the
Ephesians!"

*The city clerk quied the crowd and said: "Men of Ephesus,

0 What does the riot in
Ephesus teach us about the

?
doesn't all the world know that the city of Ephesus is the . gospel’
guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of her image, | How does that affect how
which fell from heavenZ®Therefore, since these facts are we live?

undeniable, you ought to be quiehd not do anything rash.
¥"you have brought these men here, though they have neither
robbed temples nor blasphemed our godde¥¥, then,
Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a grievance against
anybody, the courts are open and there are proconsuigyT
can press charge¥lf there is anything further you want to
bring up, it must be settled in a legal assemfls it is, we are
in danger of being charged with rioting because of today's
events. In that case we would not be able to account for this
commotion, since there is no reason for ttAfter he had said
this, he dismissed the assembly.
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Acts 20
Through Macedonia and Greece

"When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and,
after encouraging them, said godiy and set out for
Macedonia?He traveled through that area, speaking many
words of encouragement to the people, and finally arrived in
Greece’where he stayedhree months. Because the Jews
made a plot against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, |
decided to go back through Macedonftile was accompanied
by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus and Secund
from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbanothy also, and
Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Agiaese men
went on ahead and waited for us at Tro8But we sailed from
Philippi after the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and five days late
joined the others at Troas, where we stayed sedays.

Eutychus Raised From the Dead at Troas

‘On the first day of the week we came together to break bread.
Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave th
next day, kept on talking until midnigHfThere were many

lamps in the upstaireoom where we were meeting®Seated in

a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking
into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and®BwWhen he was
sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was
picked up dead"Paul went down,hrew himself on the young
man and put his arms around him. "Don't be alarmed," he said.
"He's alive!"'Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and
ate. After talking until daylight, he lefThe people took the
young man home alive and were greatlymforted.

e

us

=

W

Acts20:1-12

V12

$ Where are we as the
passage oper¥s

What has just happened?
What does Paul do?

Where does he finally end
up?

What else does he do in this
time frame?

$
$

How long does he stay?

What else does he do in the
time frame?

What causes Paul to change

his plans?

$ Where does he go instead?

V46

$ Who goes with him?

$ Do they all travel together?

$ What is the plan?

0 Why do they do it this way?

V7

$ Where are we now?

$ What is going on?

0 How would such a gathering
be received today? Explain

V89a

$ What is the setting for the
meeting?

0 What would it have looked
like and felt like?

Vob

$ What happened?

0 Are you surprisedZxplain

V1012

$ What does Paul do?

$ What happens next?

0 Why does Luke include the

story of Eutychus?

What happens when
disciples clear or adjust
schedules?
i What is their lesson to us
today?
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Acts 2013-27

V13-16

$ What is the plaf

V17

$ What happens in Miletus?

& Why is this significant?

V1821
$ How does Paul say he
conducted himself
(character and conduct)?
$ Who are the recipients of
t I dzf Qa RSOf NI GAZ2YI
$ What are the main
O2YLRySyita 2F t | dz ¢
declaration?

0 Can either stand alone?
Explain

V2227
$ Does Paul just decide to go
to Jerusalem? Explain

$ What will it cost Paul?
$ Why does Paul do it?

We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were| ~$ What kind of message is

going to take Paul aboard. He had made this arrangement because he Paul giving the Elders at
was going there on foot"When he met us at Assos, we took him Ephesus?
aboard and went on to Mitylené>The next day we set saibim there $ How does Paul qualify his

and arrived off Kios. The day after that we crossed over to Samos, and
on the following day arrived at Miletu¥’Paul had decided to sail past _
Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he was injla 0 WAhy is tha statement

proclamations?

hurry to reach Jerusalem, ibpsible, by the day of Pentecost. important?

fFrom Miletus, _Paul sent tp Ephesus for the elders of th_e church. ! What task has the Lord given
&When they arrived, he said to them: "You know how | lived the you?

whole time | was with you, from the first day | came into the province ) o

of Asia.l servedthe Lord with great humility and with tears, although i How big a deal to you is it to
| was severely tested by the plots of the Jef#¥ou know that | have get it done? What will it take
not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but to stop you?

have taught you publicly and from house to hougehave decleed to , =

both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and it , Fo
have faith in our Lord Jesus. e - o i
*»And now, compelled by the Spirit, | am going to Jerusalem, not e e .
knowing what will happen to me ther&’| only know that in every city : | N

the Holy Spiritvarns me that prison and hardships are facing me. ‘ - e
*However, | consider my life worth nothing to me, if only | may finish T o oo

the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has giverhmadask

of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.

*Now | know thatnone of you among whom | have gone about
preaching the kingdom will ever see me agaiherefore, | declare to
you today that | am innocent of the blood of all méfior | have not
hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God.
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**eep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shephertdseothurch
of God, which he bought with his own blodd. know that after

| leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not
spare the flock*®*Even from your own number men will arise
and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples afteeth.
%150 be on your guard! Remember that for three years | never
stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.

32'Now | commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which
can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those
who are santified. ** have not coveted anyone's silver or gold
or clothing.®*You yourselves know that these hands of mine

have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companiong.

*In everything | did, | showed you that by this kind of hard work

we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus

himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.""
¥When he had said this, he knelt down with all of them and
prayed.*'They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him.
®What grieved them most was his statement that they would
never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the
ship.

b

Acts 2028-38

$ Where are we as the
passage opens®/ho is
speaking? Who igresent?

V28

$ What is the charge?

$ What is the authority
relationship described?

0 Has it changed today?
Explain

$ Whose church is it? What
was the cost?

V29-31

& Why is Paul concerned?

$ Is this new information to
them?Explain

$ 2 KIFG
them?

i How should they do it?

|

|

How does this apply to us
today?

V32

& What is Paul doing in this
verse?

V33-35

i What point is Paul trying to
make by referring to his own
example?

V36-38

$ How do you picture the
closing events described?
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Acts 21
On to Jerusalem

!After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea
and sailed straight to Cos. The next day we went to Rhodes and
from there to Patara®We found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia,
went on board and set saflAfter sighting Cyprus and passing to
the south of it, we sailed on to Syria. We landed at Tyre, where
our ship was to unload its cargtinding the disciples there, we
stayed with them seven days. Through the Spirit they uiged

not to go on to JerusalemBut when our time was up, we left and
continued on our way. All the disciples and their wives and
children accompanied us out of the city, and there on the beach
we knelt to pray.GAfter saying goody to each other, we wen
aboard the ship, and they returned home.

"We continued our voyage from Tyre and landed at Ptolemais,
where we greeted the brothers and stayed with them for a day.
8Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the
house of Philip the evangdljone of the SeveriHe had four
unmarried daughters who prophesied.

%After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named
Agabus came down from Judé&Coming over to us, he took
Paul's belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, "Thg Hol
Spirit says, 'In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner|
of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.""

AWhen we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Pau
not to go up to Jerusalem®Then Paul answered, "Why are you
weeping and breaking my heart? | am ready not only to be bound
but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus."
“When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, "The
Lord's will be done."

PAfter this,we got ready and went up to JerusaletfSome of

the disciples from Caesarea accompanied us and brought us to
the home of Mnason, where we were to stay. He was a man from
Cyprus and one of the early disciples.

Acts 2:1-16

V13

$ Where are walepartingfrom as
the passage opens?

$ What has been going on?

$ What are the travel route and the
details for this part of the journey?

V46
What do they do in Tyre?

How long do they stay?
If Paul is in a hurry to get to
Jerusalem, why the delay?
$ What dothe disciples at Tyre think i
2F tldzZ Qa UNALI G2 WSNIHz
$ 525a Al FFFSOOG t1 df Qa
0 Explain
0 Based on the description, how do
you picture the departure scene?
0 What does it tell you about the
relationships between all involved?

V7
$ What is the nextlestination?

$ What happens there?

V8-9

$ What is the next destination?
$ Where do they stay?

$ Who is Philip?

V1012

$ Who is Agabus and why does he
come?

o & &

$ What is the response of the people?
0 s their response surprising? Explain

V13
$ How does Paulespond?

0 Why does Paul respond that way?
o Is his behavior novel? Explain
D2 KEG A& thdZ Qa SEI YLX S
Vi
$ What is the final response of the
people?
i How is that instructional for us?
V15-16
$ What happens on this final leg of
the journey?

d Whatdoes this tell us about the
early believers?

0 Have things changed today? Explain
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Paul's Arrival at Jerusalem Acts 2:17-26
V17
"When we arrived at Jerusalem, the brothers received us $ Where are we as the passage
warmly.*®The next day Paul and the rest of us went to see opens?
James, and all the elders were preseéfRaul greeted them V1819
and reported in detail what God had done among the $2KIG Aa tldAf Qa FANRG
Gentiles through his ministry. 8 Why is this important?

2®\\hen they heard this, they praised G8¥Then they said

V20a
to Paul: "You see, brother, how many thousands of Jews $ Who responds and what is the
have believed, and all of them are zealous for the law. response?

?’They have been informed that you teach all the Jews who| V20b22
live among the Gentiles to turn away from Moses, telling $ What is the problem?
them not to circumcise their chiifen or live according to '

_ : N : °
our customs?What shall we do? They will certainly hear 6 How significant is the problem

that you have come?*so do what we tell you. There are vazaa _

four men with us who have made a votiTake these men, $ What is the solution they

join in their purification rites and pay their expenseslsat recommend?

they can have their heads shaved. Then everybody will $ What outcome do they expect?
know there is no truth in these reports about you, but that V25

you yourself are living in obedience to the I&#As for the $ How have they given the Gentile
Gentile believers, we have written to them our decision that believers directions?

they should abtain from food sacrificed to idols, from $ What are the four things they
blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual restrict Gentile believers from
immorality." doing?

*The next day Paul took the men and purified himself along
with them. Then he went to the temple to give notice of the the decision?

date when the days gfurification would end and the V26

offering would be made for each of them. 5 Is this decision convenient for

Paul?

$ How does Paul respond?

8 2KIFIG R2Sa tldzZ Qa NBa
us about Paul and his priorities?

1 2g Oly tIdAf Qa o60SKI @
as a model for us?

What was the rationale behind
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Paul Arrested Acts 2:27-39
o7 V2729

When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews from $ What are the seven days all
the province of Asia saw Paul at the temple. They stirred uf about? (remember last week!)

the whole crowd and seized hiffshouting, "Men of Israel,

5
help us! This is the man who teaches all men everywhere $ Who sees Paul at the temple?

against our people andur law and this place. And besides, $ What do trey do, and what is
he has brought Greeks into the temple area and defiled thig their claim?

holy place.”®(They had previously seen Trophimus the $ What is their claim based on?
Ephesian in the city with Paul and assumed that Paul had $ Is their claim true?

brought him into the temple area.)

%The whot city was aroused, and the people came running ¥30\/3\/1k?0 is involved at this point?
from all directions. Seizing Paul, they dragged him from the . point:
temple, and immediately the gates were shtifwhile they $ What actions have they taken?

were trying to kill him**news reached the commander of 8 Are they acting in accordance
the Roman troops that the whelcity of Jerusalem was in with the law they claim Paul is
an uproar.3He at once took some officers and soldiers and teaching against? Explain

ran down to the crowd. When the rioters saw the d Isthis a problem today? Explain

commander and his soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. ' Does it apply to us? Explain
%The commander came up and arrested him and ordered !

him to be baind with two chains. Then he asked who he ¥31\t/’\7’ﬁ he si .
was and what he had don&Some in the crowd shouted Chai;giuses the situation to

one thing and some another, and since the commander
could not get at the truth because of the uproar, he ordered ~$ What does the Roman

that Paul be taken into the barrack8When Pal reached Commander do?

the steps, the violence of the mob was so greathe hadtobe $ 2 KI G A& (GKS NA23GSNAQ
carried by the soldiers®The crowd that followed kept V3336

shouting, "Away with him!" $ What actions does the

commander take?

Paul Speaks to the Crowd $ How is the crowd behaving?

%’As the soldiers were about to take Paul into the barracks, V3739

he asked the commander, "May | say something to you?" $ W_hat does the commander

¥ Do you speak Greek?" he replied. "Aren't you the think and thus want to know?

Egyptian who started a revolt and led four thousand $2KIFGO Aa thdZ Qa ljdzSai
terrorists out into the desert somertie ago?" $ What is his objective?

3paul answered, "l am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen

?
of no ordinary city. Please let me speak to the people.” 8 Why:
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““Having received the commander's permission, Paul stood on th
steps and motioned to the crowd. When they were all silent, he
said b them in Aramaic:

Acts 22

“Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defens@hen they
heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet.
*Then Paul said: "l am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but broug
up in this city. Under Gamaliel b thoroughly trained in the law
of our fathers and was just as zealous for God as any of you are
today."l persecuted the followers of this Way to their death,
arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison,
®as also the high priest and allgtCouncil can testify. | even
obtained letters from them to their brothers in Damascus, and
went there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be
punished.

®About noon as | came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light
from heaven flashed arounahe. ‘I fell to the ground and heard a
voice say to me, 'Saul! Saul'! Why do you persecute me?'

& "Who are you, Lord?' | asked.

% am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,' he replied.

My companions saw the light, but they did not understand th
voice of him who was speaking to me.

1% What shall | do, Lord?' | asked.

" Get up,' the Lord said, 'and go into Damascus. There you will
be told all that you have been assigned to do." My companions le
me by the hand into Damascus, because thili@ance of the light
had blinded me.

2'A' man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout
observer of the law and highly respected by all the Jews living
there. **He stood beside me and said, 'Brother Saul, receive your
sight!" And at that very momentwas able to see him.

“Then he said: 'The God of our fathers has chosen you to know
his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from his
mouth. **You will be his witness to all men of what you have seen
and heard®And now what are you wang for? Get up, be
baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.’
YNhen I returned to Jerusalem and was praying at the temple, |
fell into a trance™®and saw the Lord speaking. 'Quick!" he said to
me. 'Leave Jerusalem immediately, because/twél not accept
your testimony about me.'

1%L ord, | replied, 'these men know that | went from one
synagogue to another to imprison and beat those who believe in
you.ZOAnd when the blood of your martyr Stephen was shed, |
stood there giving my appx@l and guarding the clothes of those
who were killing him."'

#Then the Lord said to me, 'Go; | will send you far away to the
Gentiles.""

1%

—

1=

Acts 24:40-22:21

V40
$ As the passage openghere are

we and what has been going @n
$ What does Paul do?

d Whydoes Paul speak in
Aramaic?

V15
$2KIFG Aa tlrdzZ Qa o O 3
$ What is Paul all about and how
die it manifest itself?
V613
$2KFG OFdzASR t I dz Q& |
change?
$ What are the key elements of
the story?
V1416
$2KFEG F2ff2a tI dAf Qa

$ Whataction is required of Paul?

V17-20

$ What happens after Paul
NB G dzNy Qa G2

8 What is the significance and
implication of this information?

V21
$ What is the adjustment to his
assignment?

d How significant is it?

8 Why does Paul even bother to
shae with the crowd?

LSy S LILX e ot
our lives? How?
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Paul the Roman Citizen

*’The crowd listened to Paul until he said this. Then they
raised their voices and shouted, "Rid the earth of him! He's
not fit to live!"

%As they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and
flinging dust into the air*the commander ordered Paul to
be taken into the barracks. He directed that he be flogged
and questioned in order to find out why the people were
shouting at him like thi$°As they stretched him out to flog

him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, "Is it legal for

you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn't even been found
guilty?"

28When the centurion heard this, he went to the
commander and reported it. "What are ygoing to do?"

he asked. "This man is a Roman citizen."

*"The commander went to Paul and asked, "Tell me, are yo
a Roman citizen?"

"Yes, | am," he answered.

®Then the commander said, "I had to pay a big price for my
citizenship."

"But | was born a izen," Paul replied.

*Those who were about to question him withdrew
immediately. The commander himself was alarmed when

he realized that he had put Paul, a Roman citizen, in chains.

i

Acts22:22-29
V2223

$

$

Where are w@ What has been
going onas the @mssage opens?
2 K G GNARIISNAE
response?

Describe how you picture the
scene.

Why do you think the crowd
reacts like it does?

Can we react the same way?
What do we do about it?

iKS

V24

Whatisi KS O2YYIl YyRSNID A

response?

What motivateshisresponsé@
52 @& 2dz dhippy? |

Is his response reasonable?
Explain

KSQ

V2526

$

Does Paul take this news lying
down? Explain

Should Paul have just said
nothing instead? Explain

How do you know when you
should act and when you
AK2dz Ry Qi K

How does lhe centurion respond
to Paul?

What is your assessment of the
character of the centurion?

V27

How does the commander
respond to the centurion?

How does the commander speak
to Paul?

How do the other soldiers
respond to the situation?

How does the ammander react
to the conversation?

What is your assessment of the
Romanf 0 S RTh@JedsRJ

What is your assessment of

American Christia®® 0 SRl JA 2 NJ

Does it matter?
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Before the Sanhedrin

*The next day, since the commander wanted to find out
exactly why Paul was being accused by the Jews, he
released him and ordered the chief priests and all the
Sanhedrin to assemble. Then he brought Paul and had him
stand before them.

Acts 23

'Paul lookd straight at the Sanhedrin and said, "My
brothers, | have fulfilled my duty to God in all good
conscience to this day?At this the high priest Ananias
ordered those standing near Paul to strike him on the
mouth. *Then Paul said to him, "God will strikeu, you
whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me according to
the law, yet you yourself violate the law by commanding
that | be struck!"

“Those who were standing near Paul said, "You dare to
insult God's high priest?"

*Paul replied, "Brothers, | dibt realize that he was the
high priest; for it is written: 'Do not speak evil about the
ruler of your people.™

®Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees
and the others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, "My
brothers, | am a Pharisee, tisen of a Pharisee. | stand on
trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead."
"When he said this, a dispute broke out between the
Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was
divided.®(The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection,
andthat there are neither angels nor spirits, but the
Pharisees acknowledge them all.)

*There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the
law who were Pharisees stood up and argued vigorously.
"We find nothing wrong with this man," they said. "Whfat i
a spirit or an angel has spoken to himf%'he dispute
became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul
would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to
go down and take him away from them by force and bring
him into the barracks.

“The folowing night the Lord stood near Paul and said,
"Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusaler
S0 you must also testify in Rome."

Acts 22:323:11

V30
$ What happened on the previous
day?
$2KFdG Aa GKS O2YYIlI YRS
intention and resulting aon?
V12
8 La tldAf Qa 2LISyAy3a ad

provocative? Explain

What is the response of the high

priest?

d What does it reveal about the
high priest?

V3

$ 2 KIFUG

$

Aa tAI- dzf Qa

KAIK LINASadQa
8 2KIFIG Aa GKS G2y
What doest suggest?

V45
$ What is Paul accused of?

d Does Paul not really know who
the high priest is? What do you
think is really going on here?

V6

$ What does Paul do next?

8 Why does he do it?

8 2 K& R2SayQi
this setting?

I How does thiapply to us?

V7-9

$ What is the outcome?

d What does the outcome reveal
about the Sadducees and
Pharisees?

d How do you imagine the
commander processed the
scene?

V10

$ What does the command do?
Why does he do it?

Q)¢
N > Qx

7

w O™
c

- N U
<, o

KS &aLJSI |

8 La GKS O2YYlIyRSNna 2
intention accomplished?

V11

$ What happens next to Paul?

8 Why?

I How is this instructive to us?
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The Plot to Kill Paul

2The next morning the Jews formed a conspiracy and
bound themselves with an oath not to eat or drink until
they had killed Paut®More than faty men were involved

in this plot.**They went to the chief priests and elders and
said, "We have taken a solemn oath not to eat anything
until we have killed Paul®Now then, you and the
Sanhedrin petition the commander to bring him before you
on the petext of wanting more accurate information about
his case. We are ready to kill him before he gets here."
18But when the son of Paul's sister heard of this plot, he
went into the barracks and told Paul.

YThen Paul called one of the centurions and s&idke this
young man to the commander; he has something to tell
him." **So he took him to the commander.

The centurion said, "Paul, the prisoner, sent for me and
asked me to bring this young man to you because he has
something to tell you."

*The commander took the young man by the hand, drew
him aside and asked, "What is it you want to tell me?"
?*He said: "The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul
before the Sanhedrin tomorrow on the pretext of wanting
more accurate information about hiri'Don't give in to
them, because more than forty of them are waiting in
ambush for him. They have taken an oath not to eat or drin
until they have killed him. They are ready now, waiting for
your consent to their request."”

*The commander dismissed tiyeung man and cautioned
him, "Don't tell anyone that you have reported this to me."

Acts 23:122

$

What happened the previous
day?

V1215

$
$
$
0

0
0

What is the plot?
Who is driving the plot?
Who is involved in the plot?

Do they believe they are
honoringGod? Explain

Are their actions legal? Explain
Are they honoring God? Explain

V16

$

What happens next?

$ What do we learn about Paul?

V17-22 A

$2KIG Aa tl df Qa NBaLR
news?

$2KFEG Aa GKS O2YYlI YRS

response to the young man and
his message?

Why does the commander
respond as he does?

How do you think an event like
GKAE aKlILSa GKS
views of the Jews, their faith,

and their God?

How is this instructive to us as
we live out our faith in God in
front of a watching world?

02YY
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Paul Transferred to Caesarea

<Rathistenha

*Then he called two of his centurions and ordered them,
"Get ready a detachment of two hundred soldiers, seventy
horsemen and two hundred spearmen to go to Caesarea af
nine tonight.?Provide mounts for Paul so that he may b
taken safely to Governor Felix."

*He wrote a letter as follows$®Claudius Lysias, To His
Excellency, Governor Felix: Greetirf§shis man was seized
by the Jews and they were about to kill him, but | came with
my troops and rescued him, for | had tead that he is a
Roman citizer?®l wanted to know why they were accusing
him, so | brought him to their Sanhedrffil found that the
accusation had to do with questions about their law, but
there was no charge against him that deserved death or
imprisorment. *When | was informed of a plot to be

carried out against the man, | sent him to you at once. | als
ordered his accusers to present to you their case against
him.

%150 the soldiers, carrying out their orders, took Paul with
them during the night ad brought him as far as Antipatris.
%The next day they let the cavalry go on with him, while
they returned to the barracksWhen the cavalry arrived in
Caesarea, they delivered the letter to the governor and
handed Paul over to hinf*The governor reathe letter and
asked what province he was from. Learning that he was
from Cilicia®he said, "I will hear your case when your
accusers get here." Then he ordered that Paul be kept
under guard in Herod's palace.

D

$2K2

Acts 23:2335

V2324
$ What happened mdsecently

to get us to this point?

$ Where are we as the passage

opens?

Ad (KS aKS¢

$ How timely is his response to

the information about the plot?

$ What is his plan?

8 How seriously does he take the

task?

V2530
d What is the purposef the

letter?

$ Who is the commander?

d What is his perspective on the
situation with Paul?

8 What is he also doing?

V3135
$ How does the trip go?

$ How does the governor handle

the situation after reading the
letter?

d What does this most likely mean
for Paul?
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Acts 24 Acts 24:123

The Trial Before Felix V1

'Five days later the high priest Ananias went down to Caesarea $ Where are we as the passage
with some of the elders and a lawyer named Tertullus, and they opens?

brought their charges against Paul before the goverfisthen

i 2
Paul was called in, Tteflus presented his case before Felix: "We $ Who is present to accuse Paul

have enjoyed a long period of peace under you, and your V24

foresight has brought about reforms in this natid&verywhere d How would you assess the

and in every way, most excellent Felix, we acknowledge this with opening remarks of Tertullus?
profound gratitude.But inorder not to weary you further, | V59

would request that you be kind enough to hear us briefly. $ What are the actual charges
*We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots against Paul? Are they specific?

among the Jews all over the world. He is a ringleader of the

. . . .
Nazarene sectand even tried to descrate the temple; so we 6 Did theyactually seize Paul’

seized him®By examining him yourself you will be able to learn Explain

the truth about all these charges we are bringing against him." $ How does Tertullus suggest they
*The Jews joined in the accusation, asserting that these things learn the truth of the charges?
were true.

is?
%When the governor motined for him to speak, Paul replied: "I 8 Why does he resort to this

know that for a number of years you have been a judge over this| 8 What is the problem with his

nation; so | gladly make my defend&rou can easily verify that reasoning?
no more than twelve days ago | went up to Jerusalem to worship. V1021
My accusers did notrfd me arguing with anyone at the temple, $ s the governor a novice? Explain

7

$12¢ t2y3 KF-a Al GF1S
accusers to geb Caesarea?

or stirring up a crowd in the synagogues or anywhere else in the
city. BAnd they cannot prove to you the charges they are now
making against mé However, | admit that | worship the God of

our fathers as a folloer of the Way, which they call a sect. | $2KIFG FNB GKS {1S& LI N
believe everything that agrees with the Law and that is written in argument?
15 .
the Prophet_s, and | have the same hope in _God as these men, 8 Does Paul hide his faith? Explain
that there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the
wicked.'®So | strivealways to keep my conscience clear before $ What event does verse 20
God and man. reference?
™ After an absence of several years, | came to Jerusalem to bring  v2223
my people gifts for the poor and to present offeriné%.was $ What do we know about Felix?
ceremonially clean when they found me in the temple courts 52K& R28ayQli CS&f A E RS

doing this.There was no crowd with me, nor was | involved in any o ]
disturbance °But there are some Jews from the province of Asia,| $ What does Felix direct in the
who ought to be here before you and bring charges if they have meantime?

anything against mé&20r these who are here should state what
crime they found in me when | stood before the Sanhedrin
“unless it was this one thing | shouted as | stood in their
presence: 'lt is concerning the resurrection of the dead that | am
on trial before you today.'"

“Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way, adjourned
the proceedings. "When Lysias the commander comes," he said,
will decide your case*He ordered the centurion to keep Paul
under guard but to give him some freedom and permit his friends
to take care of his needs.
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*’Several days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who Acts 24:2425:12

was a Jewess. He sent for Paul and listened to him as he V2427

spoke about faith in Christ Jes@¥s Paul discoursed on $ Where are we athe passage
righteousness, setfontrol and the judgment to come, Felix opens?

was afraid and said,That's enough for now! You may leave.| ¢ \what personal details do we
When | find it convenient, | will send for yod®At the same know about Felix?

time he was hoping that Paul would offer him a bribe, so he
sent for him frequently and talked with him.

“\When two years had passed, Felix was succeeged
Porcius Festus, but because Felix wanted to grant a favor tp
the Jews, he left Paul in prison.

What is the agenda of Felix?

What is the agenda of Paul?

Does Paul make any progress?

l2¢g f2y3 R2Sa GKS 4R
between Paul and Felix

©“ o> B B

Acts 25 continue?
The Trial Before Festus $ How does it end?
Three days after arriving in the province, Festus went up él_:iNhat doesFestus do after

from Caesarea to Jerusalefiyhere the chief priests and
Jewisheaders appeared before him and presented the
charges against PadlThey urgently requested Festus, as a $

arriving in the province?
What issue comes upon his visit?

favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for 6 2KIFd YF1S8Sa 4KS NBIjdzS
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. Tl 02NKE

*Festus answered, "Paul is beirgchat Caesarea, and | $ What is the objective of the

myself am going there soorl.et some of your leaders chief priests and Jewish leaders?

come with me and press charges against the man there, if 5
he has done anything wrong."

®After spending eight or ten days with them, he went down
to Caesarea, and the next day lengened the court and

What does their agenda tell us
about them?

V4

$ How does Festus handle the

ordered that Paul be brought before hifwhen Paul f S RSNEQ NBIjdzSaiK
appeared, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem e
stood around him, bringing many serious charges against $ How long does Festus stay in

him, which they could not prove.

8Then Paul made his defense: "I have elmwothing wrong
against the law of the Jews or against the temple or agains|
Caesar."

°Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, "Are

Jerusalem?

$ Does he drag his feet with
respect to the case concerning
Paul?

you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial beforeme| $ 2 Kl G A& [dz] SQ&a +FaasSa
there on these charges?" Jews case against Paul?

“Paul answered: "I amow standing before Caesar's court, V8 o
where | ought to be tried. | have not done any wrongtothe| $ 2 KI G A& t I dz Q& &adzOO0A
Jews, as you yourself know very w&lf, however, | am V9

guilty of doing anything deserving death, | do not refuse to $ What does Festus do?
die. But if the charges brought againsery these Jews are 8 Why does he do it?

not true, no one has the right to hand me over to them. | V1011
appeal to Caesar!" $ What does Paul think of the idea
'?After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared: of Festus?

n H III
You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go! 5 What is his motivation?

V12
$ What does Festus do?
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Festus Consults King Agrippa

%A few days later King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at
Caesarea to pay their respects to Fest{Bince they were

Acts 25:127
V13-21

$

spending many days there, Festus discussed Paul's case with ¢

the king. He said: "There is a man here whom Felix left as a
prisoner.”® When | went to Jerusalem, the chief priests and
elders of the Jews brought charges against him and asked
that he be condemned.

18 told them that it is not the Roman custom to hand over
any man before he has faced his accusers and has had an
opportunity to defend himself against their chargé&Vhen
they came here with me, | did not delay the case, but
convened the court the next day and ordered the man to be
brought in.**When his accusers got up to speak, they did
not charge him with any of the crimes | had expected.
Ynstead, they had some s of dispute with him about
their own religion and about a dead man named Jesus who
Paul claimed was aliv&] was at a loss how to investigate
such matters; so | asked if he would be willing to go to
Jerusalem and stand trial there on these charg&hen
Paul made his appeal to be held over for the Emperor's
decision, | ordered him held until | could send him to
Caesar."

*’Then Agrippa said to Festus, "l would like to hear this man
myself." He replied, "Tomorrow you will hear him."

Paul Before Agrippa

*The next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp
and entered the audience room with the high ranking
officers and the leading men of the city. At the command of
Festus, Paul was brought fiFestus said: "King Agrippa,
and all who are presdmwith us, you see this man! The
whole Jewish community has petitioned me about him in
Jerusalem and here in Caesarea, shouting that he ought ndg
to live any longer?l found he had done nothing deserving
of death, but because he made his appeal to theEiraor |
decided to send him to Rom&But | have nothing definite

to write to His Majesty about him. Therefore | have brought
him before all of you, and especially before you, King
Agrippa, so that as a result of this investigation | may have
something towrite. 2’For | think it is unreasonable to send
on a prisoner without specifying the charges against him."

—

&

Where are we as the passage
opens?

Who is King Agrippa®ho is
Bernice?

Why is King Agrippa in
Caesarea?

How longdoes he stay?

What does Festus do?

What doe his comments to
Agrippa reveal about his thinking

about and reaction to the
situation with Paul?

V22

$

How does Agrippa respond to
Festus with respect to Paul?

V23

$

What is the setting in the
audience room?Who is
present? How do you visualize
the scene?

V2427

$

How does Festus assess and
describe the current situation
with respect to

The Jewish community?

His personal assessment?

t | dzf Qa | LIISIK £ K
His delimma?

What does Festus hope to gain
from this meeting?

2 KFG R2SayQi cSaidza
do?

Isthe amount of time and
resources of both the Jewish
community and the Roman
government commensurate with
the original incident? Explain
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Acts 26

Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You have permission to speak for

yourself." So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defense;

“"King Agrippa, | consider myself fortunate to stand before you
today as | make my defense against all the accusations of the
Jews ®and especially so because you are well acquainted with all
the Jewish customs and controversies. Therefore, | beg you to
listen to me patiently.

*The Jews all know the way | have lived ever since | was a child,
from the beginning of my life in my owgountry, and also in
Jerusalem?They have known me for a long time and can testify, iff
they are willing, that according to the strictest sect of our religion,
| lived as a Pharise®And now it is because of my hope in what
God has promised our fathersahl am on trial today’This is the
promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they
earnestly serve God day and night. O king, it is because of this
hope that the Jews are accusing n%lhy should any of you
consider it incredible that Godises the dead?

% too was convinced that | ought to do all that was possible to
oppose the name of Jesus of Nazaréfiand that is just what | did
in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests | put many of
the saints in prison, and when they veeput to death, | cast my
vote against them%lMany a time | went from one synagogue to
another to have them punished, and | tried to force them to
blaspheme. In my obsession against them, | even went to foreign
cities to persecute them.

2:0n one of thee journeys | was going to Damascus with the
authority and commission of the chief priestdbout noon, O

king, as | was on the road, | saw a light from heaven, brighter tha
the sun, blazing around me and my companidfi/e all fell to

the ground, and heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, 'Saul,
Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against
the goads.'

™Then I asked, 'Who are you, Lord?'

1611 am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,' the Lord replied. 'Now
get up and stand on yodeet. | have appeared to you to appoint
you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me
and what | will show youl will rescue you from your own

people and from the Gentiles. | am sending you to tHém open
their eyes and turn them frm darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of
sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.'
%30 then, King Agrippa, | was not disobedient to the vision from
heaven?%First to thosen Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem
and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, | preached that they
should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by
their deeds?'That is why the Jews seized me in the temple courtg
and tried to kill me?’But | have had God's help to this very day,
and so | stand here and testify to small and great alike. | am sayir
nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would
happen- “hat the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise
from the dead, would prclaim light to his own people and to the

=)

g

Gentiles."

Acts 26:123

V1

$ What is the setting®here are
we as the passage opengfho
is present? Why are they
gathered?

$ How does Agrippa decide to
proceed?

V23

$ What does Paul acknowledge as
he begins?

V45

$ What point is Paul trying to
establish from the start?

V68

$ Why does Paul say he is on trial?

8 2 KIFG Aa GKS LizN1J2as
rhetorical question?

V11

8126 R2 tl df Qa O02YYSy
11 compliment those in v-8?

d What is Paul establishing?

V12-18

$ What does Paul do now?

8 Why does he do it?

V19-21

8 9aasSyudAarttesr gKFG A&
defense?

8 What is he implying about the
Jews that seized him?

V22

$ What are the key points of
t I dzf Qa O2y Of dzaA2yK

$ What does Paul see as his
responsibility?

' What isour responsibility as
believers in Jesus Christ?
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At this point Festus interrupted Paul's defense. "You are out of
your mind, Paul'" he shouted. "Your great learning is driving you
insane."

| am not insane, most excellent Festus," Paul replied. "What |
am saying is true and reasonabi&rhe king is familiar with these
things, and | can speak freely to him. | am convinced that none of
this has escaped his notice, because it was not donecorrger.
’King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? | know you do."
*®Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think that in such a short
time you can persuade me to be a Christian?"

#Paul replied, "Short time or lorg pray God that not only you

but all who are listening to me today may become what | am,
except for these chains.”

®The king rose, and with him the governor and Bernice and those
sitting with them.slThey left the room, and while talking with one
another, they said, "This man is not doingytlring that deserves
death or imprisonment."

¥Agrippa said to Festus, "This man could have been set free if he
had not appealed to Caesar."

Caesarea

@|JERUSALEM

Acts 27

Paul Sails for Rome

"When it was decided that we would sail for Italy, Paul and some
other prisoners wee handed over to a centurion named Julius,
who belonged to the Imperial RegimeﬁWe boarded a ship from
Adramyttium about to sail for ports along the coast of the
province of Asia, and we put out to sea. Aristarchus, a
Macedonian from Thessalonica, wagh us.

*The next day we landed at Sidon; and Julius, in kindness to Pau
allowed him to go to his friends so they might provide for his
needs.’From there we put out to sea again and passed to the lee
of Cyprus because the winds were againsfWhenwe had

sailed across the open sea off the coast of Cilicia and Pamphylia,
we landed at Myra in LycigThere the centurion found an
Alexandrian ship sailing for Italy and put us on bo&tde made
slow headway for many days and had difficulty arrivingQyfidus.
When the wind did not allow us to hold our course, we sailed to
the lee of Crete, opposite Salmorf#/e moved along the coast
with difficulty and came to a place called Fair Havens, near the

town of Lasea.

Acts 26:2427:8

$ What is the context®here are
we as the passage opendhat
has been going on?

V24

$ Who interrupt® How does he
do so?

8 Why does he do so0?

V2527

$ How does Paul respond?

$ Who does he address?

V28

$La tl dzx Qa
Agrippa? Explain

V29

8 Who is he trying tanfluence in
all this?

V3032

$ What does the King do next?

$ What is their assessment of

AyiuSyidazy

t dzf Qa aAddzZ GA2yK
$2KFG A& ! INRLILI Q& LI
comment?
V12
$ What happens to Paul next?

V3

$ What does Julius the centurion
allow in Sidon?

8 Why do you thing he perits it?

V48

8 How does this part of the
journey go?
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*Much time had been lost, and sailing had already become
dangerous because by now it was after the Fast. So Paul warned
them, **Men, | can see that our voyage is going to be disastrous
and bring great loss to ship and cargo, and to our own lives also.'
YBut the centurion, instead of listening to what Paul said,
followed the advice of the pilot and of the owner of the ship.
“Sine the harbor was unsuitable to winter in, the majority
decided that we should sail on, hoping to reach Phoenix and
winter there. This was a harbor in Crete, facing both southwest
and northwest.

The Storm

*When a gentle south wind began to blow, they tiyht they had
obtained what they wanted; so they weighed anchor and sailed
along the shore of Creté’Before very long, a wind of hurricane
force, called the "northeaster," swept down from the islahtlhe
ship was caught by the storm and could not héatd the wind;

SO we gave way to it and were driven alohs@s we passed to the
lee of a small island called Cauda, we were hardly able to make
the lifeboat secure*'When the men had hoisted it aboard, they
passed ropes under the ship itself to holdagether. Fearing that
they would run aground on the sandbars of Syrtis, they lowered
the sea anchor and let the ship be driven an]r%Ve took such a
violent battering from the storm that the next day they began to
throw the cargo overboard?’On the thid day, they threw the

ship's tackle overboard with their own hand3Vhen neither sun
nor stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging
we finally gave up all hope of being saved.

ZAfter the men had gone a long time without food, Paulestaip
before them and said: "Men, you should have taken my advice
not to sail from Crete; then you would have spared yourselves thi
damage and los§’But now | urge you to keep up your courage,
because not one of you will be lost; only the ship will be
destroyed.?*Last night an angel of the God whose | am and whom
| serve stood beside nféand said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You
must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given yol
the lives of all who sail with yofSo keep up your courageen,
for | have faith in God that it will happen just as he told me.

> " | \‘\ Snalmnm.‘
< \"\"*1-\':'-'!
D\I
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*Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island."

Acts 27:926

$ Where are we as the passage
opens?

V9

$ How had time been lo8t

$ Why had sailing become
dangerous?

V10

$ Whatist | dzf Q& | aasSaavySyi
situation?

$ What is his unstated
recommendation?

V1112

$ What does the centurion do?

$ What is the plan?

d Just looking at the map does it
look like a good one? Explain

V13

$ How does the trip start?

V1415

$ How does the weathechange?

$ What is the significance in the
change of weather?

V1618

$ What happens on day 27?

V19

$ What happens on day 3?

V2026

$ What is the situation following
day 37

$ When does Paul finally speak
up?

$ What is the source of his
information?

$ Whatare the key points of what
he tells those on board?
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The Shipwreck

#’on the fourteenth night we were still being driven across the
Adriatic Sea, when about midnight the sailors sensed they were
approaching Iandz.&l'hey took soundings and found that the
water was a hundred and twenty feet deep. A short time later
they took soundings again and found it was ninety feet deep.
29Fearing that we would be dashed against the rocks, they
dropped four anchors from the sterméd prayed for daylight°In

an attempt to escape from the ship, the sailors let the lifeboat
down into the sea, pretending they were going to lower some
anchors from the bow?'Then Paul said to the centurion and the
soldiers, "Unless these men stay witte ship, you cannot be
saved."*?So the soldiers cut the ropes that held the lifeboat and
let it fall away.

#3ust before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. "For the last
fourteen days," he said, "you have been in constant suspense an
have gone without fod--you haven't eaten anything“Now |

urge you to take some food. You need it to survive. Not one of
you will lose a single hair from his heatfAfter he said this, he
took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all.
Then he broke it and fgan to eat*They were all encouraged

and ate some food themselve3§AItogether there were 276 of us
on board.®When they had eaten as much as they wanted, they
lightened the ship by throwing the grain into the sea.

*\When daylight came, they did nogécognize the land, but they
saw a bay with a sandy beach, where they decided to run the shi
aground if they could“.OCutting loose the anchors, they left them
in the sea and at the same time untied the ropes that held the
rudders. Then they hoisted theresail to the wind and made for
the beach'But the ship struck a sandbar and ran aground. The
bow stuck fast and would not move, and the stern was broken to
pieces by the pounding of the surf.

*’The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to prevent ahthem
from swimming away and escapifigBut the centurion wanted to
spare Paul's life and kept them from carrying out their plan. He
ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and get to
land.*The rest were to get there on planks or on piscd the

ship. In this way everyone reached land in safety.

Acts 2727-44
V27-29

$

Where are we as the passage
opens?

How long had they been at sea?

What is the current situation?
What is the biggest concern?
What actions have been taken?

What else is going on?

V3132

$
$
0

What does Paul do?
What is the response?
Why do they respond that way?

V3338
What else do we learn about the

$

X & B

$

situation?

What does Paul do?
What does Paul promise?
How can he do that?
What is the response?

V3940

$

$

What do they discover at
daylight?
What is the plan?

V41

$

How well does the plan work?

V4244

$
)

What dilemma is created?
Why plqes th’eAcentAurion
AYUSNBSYS 2y t
What is the outcome?

Is Paul in control of his
situation?

What is tte lesson to us?
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Acts 28

Ashore on Malta
'Once safely on
shore, we found out
that the island was
called Malta®The
islanders showed us
unusual kindness.
They built a fire and

S\
0%° welcomed us all
Qo % .
; because it was
{ Roepium raining and cold.
7 o ASyracuse *Paul gathered a pile
o of brushwood and, as

o, ~'
\ MaLTA O he put it on the fire, a
viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand.
“When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand,
they said to each other, "This man must be a murderer; for
though he esaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed
him to live."But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and
suffered no ill effects’The people expected him to swell up
or suddenly fall dead, but after waiting a long time and
seeing nothing unusual happen tdm, they changed their
minds and said he was a god.
"There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the
chief official of the island. He welcomed us to his home and
for three days entertained us hospitabfis father was
sick in bed, sufferingdm fever and dysentery. Paul went in
to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and
healed him When this had happened, the rest of the sick
on the island came and were curé@They honored us in
many ways and when we were ready to sail, thayished
us with the supplies we needed.

Arrival at Rome

UAfter three months we put out to sea in a ship that had
wintered in the island. It was an Alexandrian ship with the
figurehead of the twin gods Castor and Polfdwe put in

at Syracuse andayed there three days*From there we

set sail and arrived at Rhegium. The next day the south wir]
came up, and on the following day we reached Puteoli.
“There we found some brothers who invited us to spend a
week with them. And so we came to Ron&.he brothers
there had heard that we were coming, and they traveled as
far as the Forum of Appius and the Three Taverns to meet
us. At the sight of these men Paul thanked God and was
encouraged*When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed to
live by himself, wh a soldier to guard him.

d

2 Acts 28:116

Vi-2

$ Where are we as the passage
opens?

$ What is the situation on the
island?

V34
$ What happens to Paul?
$2KFEG Aa

assessment of Paul and his
future?

V56

$ What causes the islanders to
changetheir minds?

$ How do they see Paul now?

d What does this tell us about the
islanders?

V7-8

$126 R2Sa
estate of Publius turn out?

V9

$ What is the impact of the
healing?

V10

$ Howare they treated?

V1113

$ How long was the stay?

$ How are they able to get off the
island?

$ What is the last port of call?

V14-15

$ What happens here?

8 What does this tell us about the
brothers?

$ How long do they stay?

8 Do you find this surprising?
Explain

V16

$ 2K
Rome?

8 52 @2dz GKAY]
the same as the other prisoners
from the ship? Explain

Aa t I dzZ Qa
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Paul Preaches at Rome Under
Guard

"Three days later he called
together the leaders of the Jews.
When they had assembled, Paul
said to them: "My brothers,
although | have done nothing
against our people or against the
customs of our ancestors, | was
arrested in Jerusalem and
handed over tolhe Romans.
¥They examined me and wanted
to release me, because | was not guilty of any crime
deserving death'®But when the Jews objected, | was
compelled to appeal to Caesarot that | had any charge to
bring against my own peopléFor this reasontave asked

to see you and talk with you. It is because of the hope of
Israel that | am bound with this chain.”

?'They replied, "We have not received any letters from
Judea concerning you, and none of the brothers who have
come from there has reported oa&l anything bad about
you.?But we want to hear what your views are, for we
know that people everywhere are talking against this sect.”
*They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day, and came if
even larger numbers to the place where he was staying.
Fram morning till evening he explained and declared to
them the kingdom of God and tried to convince them about
Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets.
*’Some were convinced by what he said, but others would
not believe *They disagreed among thesmlves and began
to leave after Paul had made this final statement: "The Holy
Spirit spoke the truth to your forefathers when he said
through Isaiah the prophet:

& 'Go to this people and say,

"You will be ever hearing but never understanding;

you willbe ever seeing but never perceiving."

*For this people's heart has become calloused:;

they hardly hear with their ears,

and they have closed their eyes.

Otherwise they might see with their eyes,

hear with their ears,

understand with their hearts

and turn, and | would heal them.’

*Therefore | want you to know that God's salvation has
been sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!"

*For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented
house and welcomed all who came to see hitBoldly and
without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and

orrYY N

taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 28:1731

V17-20

$ Where are we as the passage
opens? KIF G A& t I dAf Qa aAa

$ How long does Paul wait before
he takes action?

$2KFG Aa thdaAf Qa FANRID
arriving? Who does he want to
talk to first?

8 Why?

V2122

$ What do the Jews know about
Paul?

d Is this good or bad? Explain

$ What do the Jews want to
know?

d Why?

V23

$ What is the plan?

$ How much time do they spend
with Paul?

$ 2 KI (G A approach@z Qa

V2428

$ What is the outcome?

$ Is it different from anywhere
else?

$ How is that a reminder to us?

8 2KIFIG Aa GKS LRAYG 27
statement?

d Why does Luke only include it?

V29

d What happened to verse 29?

V3031

$2KFGO Aa tlad Qa &A0dz
agenda?

$ How does he pursue it?

$2KIFG Aa YAaairy3d FTNRY
account?

P2 KEG O AA tdAf Qa f Saaz
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